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OFFICE OF SUPERINTENDENT OF PUBLIC INSTRUCTION, i 


SIR: 


1884. 
Respectfully. 
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How. James H. BERRY, Gopernor of Arkansas: Sete: s 7 ne 
I have the honor to transmit to you the Biennial un 
Report of the Department of Public Instruction, in relation . T 
to the publie schools of the PIS: for the years 1883 and wg 


. WOODVILLE E. THOMPSON, . E Ags 
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LITTLE Rock, ARK., November 1884, ` fh 


State Superintendent. 
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The following counties have. filed. to ME ane esti- 
mated value of school property-in 1888: |. ^ ^." = 

Arkansas, Benton, Chicot, ents T" Mississippi, | 
Newton, Polk; i i 

' In 1884— A rkansas, Chicot, Crawford, Dallas, Deshá,. 
Little River, Mississippi, Newton and Randolph. 


The county treasurers of the following connties failed fo 
make any report: `. i : l : 

In1888—Newton. ^ °C tout 

In 1884.— Garland, Lee, Marion, N ewton, Sebastian, gt. 


Francis and Woodruff. - : 
a , S> O pi S ai EN 
.COUNTY SUPERVISION. > " 


This important subject demands the serious and careful . E 
consideration of every member of.the General Assembly, 
and from every friend of popular education, who desires.to - 
see better results for, the monéy. appropriated to free ` 
schools. - It would appear like presuming upon one’s igno- | 
. Tance to say anything in regard to the necessity of ‘careful, 
intelligent and systematic supervision in the ordinary busi- 
ness affairs of life. In. private business and corporations. 
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of all kinds, men recognize the value of intelligence; know- 
ing it to be economy to employ only agents thoroughly 
fitted by education and training to control and direct busi- 
ness in its minute details. For such work liberal salaries 
are offered to procure efficient and intelligent men. Asa 
business proposition, can the State neglect any longer to 
provide for the supervision of her dearest and most impor- 
tant of all interests, the education of her girls, who must 
soon take the places now occupied by our wives and 
mothers, and carry with them that never-dying influence 
for good or for evil which is taught around the home circle ? 
Will it pay her to neglect the education of her boys,.who, 
in ashort time, must till the chairs which our Senators, 
Representatives, Governors, Judges and Legislators now 
occupy? These places must be filled by the boys of Arkan- 
sas, or they must yield them to boys of other States who 
have had superior advantages. Careful, intelligent super- 


. vision of our schools is a necessity, if we wish to obtain 


the best and most satisfactory results from the money 


apprépriated for this purpose. Without faithful super- 


vision the best school system ever devised will fail to give 
good school-houses, good teachers, or educate the children 
of the State. The superiority of the schools in our cities 
and towns, over country schools, is due in a great measure 
to supervision by the school superintendent. Our school 


reports are very defective, therefore unsatisfactory. Who. 


is responsible for this? Not the State Superintendent, for 
he must make his report from the reports of the County 
Examiners, who make their reports from information ob- 
tained from school directors. The defectin the reportscould 
be corrected if the State had in each county an appointed 
agent to lookafter these reports, and see that they were made 
correctly. County Examiners cannot afford to do the work 
without remuneration for their services, nor should the 


State expect it. Some counties report the enumeration but 


fail to give the enrollment. A county will report twenty- 
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five hundred on enumeration and give only five hundred 
on enrollment. From this statement one might naturally 
conclude that there were two thousand children in the 
county who did not attend school. This is not true, but 
' an estimate of our school status must be obtained from these 
reports. When we consider that the enumeration includes 
all persons in the Staté between the ages of six and 
twenty-one years, and that the enrollment does not include 
the students attending the State University, Deaf Mute 
and Blind Institutes, private and denominational schools, 
"or that many are attending schools in other States, 
who are also included in the enumeration; that, many 
in the country districts never. attend school until seven 


or eight years old, and that between the ages of sev- 


enteen and twenty-one very few are in school, some having 
finished the common school course and are engaged in the 


business affairs of life, and are self-supporting factors in 


life's busy drama, and that many districts fail to make any 
report of enrollment. With this explanation it will be seen 
that the per cent. of enrollment is much better than we 
would at first suppose.. The report of 1883 gives the enu- 


meration as 304,000; the enrollment 117,000, leaving 187,- . 


000 at large. It must not be supposed that these 187,000 
are developing into men and women with no educational 
advantages. Many of them are.actually in the public 
schools, others in universities or denominationat schools. 
Last year the State expended seven hundred and forty 
thousand two hundred and forty-four dollars for educa- 
tional purposes, and though the result has exceeded the most 
sanguine expectation, yet how much more might have 
been accomplished if competent County Superintendents 
had visited each school, aiding teachers when necessary, 
encouraging the children, and assisting the directors in. 
the discharge of their duties. ‘Teachers cannot be prop- 
erly graded unless the examiners have an opportunity of 
seeing their work in the school room; and here I will call 
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your attention to the opinions ef prominent educators ‘in 
Texas, when this subject was before the Legislature of that 
State. Prof. Cooper, President of Henderson College; 


.. gays: “In the ordinary business enterprises of men, 


supervision enhances one-third the value of labor. If this 
be true in the ordinary vocations of life, it seems to me it 


must be true in a higher sense in that education which 
forms the mental and moral character of men in the high 
est workin which man is engaged. The measures which 
shall be taken by the Legislature now in session must 
necessarily affect the educational interest of the State in* 


the future.” 


. The seeretary of the State Board of Texas, after a care 
ful examination of the whole subject, in his Biennial 
Report, says: “No department of the government is so 


dependent on constant and intelligent supervision for suc- 


cess as the school department, both in county and State. 
It matters not how excellent may be our school system, if 
we have not faithful and zealous supervision, the result 
will never be responsive to the means expended. Faithful 
supervision is economy, while on the other hand, partial 


& 


supervision is extravagance.” 


| Leading educators, not only in America, but Europe, 
after experiments with and without supervision in the 
management of schools, acknowledge that if it were neces- 
sary to expend one-fourth of all the school revenue on: 
thorough supervision, rather than be deprived of its bene- 


fits, it would be economy to the people. 


Germany and - 


Switzerland. possess the most perfect systems of common 
schools in the civilized world. It costs less per capita to’ 
educate children of these countries, than those of any 
other nation. Each of these countries has a thorough 
and systematic supervision that enters into every depart- 

ment. Supervision is the secret that has led them to suc- 
cess, and perfected their model schools. To give you an 
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I have only to refer you to the reports of County Examin- 
ers for the last year, which gives the enumeration of the 
children of the State at 303,996, and the enrollment in 
our public schools as only 117,327; leaving 186,669 chil- 
dren who are not attending school according to the report. 
Although that is incorrect, as I have shown- above, yet it 
is the information that.goes out tothe world of what 
Arkansas is doing to educate her childreu, and by this 
‘report we are judged. June, 1884, there were 3,073 school 
districts; only 1,410 of these districts made any report of > 
the number of pupils attending the free schools. The 
directors are careful to make the enumeration reports, for 
on these depend the amount of State aid each district re- 
ceives. The consequence of this negligence i is the with- 
holding of that information which is most necessary to 
the school interests of the State, for which we are not 
only censured by’ citizens of our own, but severely criti- 
cised by our sister States, iv failing to provide a common 
school education for.every child in the State. In order 
that we may be credited for what has actually been done, 
and to show to the tax-payers more satisfactory results 
for the money expended, let the General Assembly pro- 
vide for a county superintendent, a liberal, intelligent, 
energetic man, who,. realizing “the importance of the - 
trust confided to his keeping, will use all bis power 
and influence: to. advance the educational interests of 
his county. To aid him in this work he must have 
competent directors ; men who nave sufficient knowledge of 
the branches taught in -our publie schools to judge intel- 
ligently of the work done in the district schools. Under 
the present Jaw the County Examiner can do but little to 
remedy existing evils; he receives no compensation from > 
the State, and only a pittance from the poor teacher, an 


amount so small that it does not much more than pay for > 


the postage he has to^ use, and for the trouble of making 


the annual report. Can we expect him to give time and ~ 
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brains adequate to the work te be done, without any com- 
‘pensation? Has s he more interest in the wellfare and pros- 


perity of the State than any other private citizen? 


, ; | 
COUNTY EXAMINERS, 


4 


There are several objections ‘of a serious character, to 
the existing laws relating to County Examiners. Each 


Examiner is an autocrat, before whom all teachers must 


appear, and bow in submission to his will, either granting 
or refusing the license which secures to them employ ment, 
whereby they may earn a living. This has been done 
once, and may be done again, without sufficient cause, 
greatly to the inconvenience of’ the teachers, who have no 
right of appeal from his decisions, there being no power | 
to compel him to do'right, should he err in his decisions, - 
either from ignorance or prejudice. Noone is vested with 
authority to review or set aside his defisions. It is true, 
as a géneral-rule, County Examiners have been very con- 
servative ; the best of men, deserving the highest praise for 
their zeal and fidelity in discharging their duties. Asa gen- 
eral rule they do their duty conscientiously, needing not the 
restraints of law. But we must provide for the excep- 
tions to the rule. This can be done by establishing a 


County Board of Education, to be composed of the County . : 


. Examiner and two discreet, intelligent citizens, appointed 
by the same power which appoints the Examiner. ‘Let 
“it be the duty of this board to examine and license teach- | 
ers; select text books for the county, which should not be 
changed under three or four years from date of adoption. , 
Again, the law authorizes the granting of three grades of | 
certificates, for which the applicant shall pay two dollars. 
This is an excessive fee when we consider the limited sala- 
ries most of our teachers receive for their labor. Why 
not require other professions to take out license every six, 


twelve and twenty-four months? Is this tax levied upon 


the teacher simply because he is paid out of the public. 


} 


1 


funds, or is it because of the responsibilities he assumesas - 
teacher? Many teachers who receive the highest salaries 
hold State certificates which cost nothing, require no .re- 
newal, atid are good anywhere in the State; but thé less 
fortunate ones must pay two dollars every six, twelve and 
twenty-four. months. Why should the holder of a State 
license, good “for life, unless revoked, pay nothing. for this, 
the highest license the State grants, while others must pay 
their two dollars? - Would it not be more generous fora 
young and prosperous State like ours, to give the Exam- 
iner a salary, and relieve the teachers from this unequal 
taxation, and the Examiner from the temptation to grant 
license for the sake of two dollars, or of the embarrass-- 
ment of demanding the fee, when the applicant has re- 
ceived nothing, save the mortification of an acknowledged 
failure, after several hours work spent in awkward attempts 
to answer questions. The grading of teachers is very de- 
sirable, but quite difficult for the most competent instruc- 
tor. No obstacle stands more inthe way of successful 
effort in the schools than this want of uniformity in county 
license. A third grade teacher in one county secures a 
first grade in àn adjoining county. The first grade 
teacher sometimes finds the Examiner of another county 
more rigid, or better prepared to test the mental capacity 
of applicants, and is forced to accept a second, or. even a 


third grade certificate. This is very discouraging to teach- ` 


ers, and has a tendency to’ drive them from the profession. 


The remedy for this is not so easily found. I can suggest . 


nothing more practical than aw annual meeting of County 

Examiners, at which time they may agree: upon some 

method of examination, and standard of qualification for 

each grade of certifitate. To secure an attendance of these 

“Examiners . yearly, there should, be a small appropriation, 

as the Examiners have no salaries from’ which to pay 
expenses. 
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COUNTY LICENSE. 
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Another serious defect in our school work, and one 
which removes from most teachers the desire and ambi- 
tion to improve themselves by every means in their chosen | 
profession, is paying second and third grade teachers the 
same, and sometimes greater.salaries than are paid to those 
holding first class certificates. Since money is the motive - 
power that stimulates most persons to action, and which | 
is ignored by none, the second and third grade teachers : 
are satisfied with their professional knowledge, and make 
no effort to reach a higher plane in their profession. The 
law should beso amended as to fix a maximum price upon 
teachers holding second and third grade certificates, leav- 
ing the holders of first grade license to make the best pos- | 
sible contract with directors. If this were done, in a short - z 
time there would be a manifest improvement in our 
teachers; the Institutes would be attended, educational — 
works and papers would be read, and a decided effort — 
would be made by those making a life work of teaching, :. | 
to take advantage of every possible means of improvement. 
Some legislation in this direction seems almost indispensa- 
ble, in some localities, to prevent the school revenue from 
being uselessly squandered. Often we find enough money 
to run a school six months, squandered in a three months | 
term, when, by a little judicious management, better - 
teachers, better houses, and better work could be obtained, 
and a longer school term secured to the children, 


TEXT-BOOKS. Cd 


To all who have given the subject of text-books a pass- . 
iug thought, it is evident that we need additional legisla- 
tion, in order to meet the difficulties arising from this’ 
fruitful:source of annoyance to teachers and parents. . 

The disposition to change books, by every new teacher, | 
produces opposition and dissatisfaction on the part of par- 
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ents and. guardians. The boue of new boks every few. 
months entails an expense that-somé are not. willing to- 
incur; and many are not able to meet. ` "Tis true the pres-, 
ent law permits district adoption, but this fails to remedy 
the evil, às many parents are-tenants or renters, who 
change théir homes every twelve months. One.of the 
most annoying subjects the teacher has to contend with is 
the arranging and classifying of pupils at the beginning 
of the session, so that each one may use the books, 
he has brought. with him. Some of these books 
wére.used by their parents manye years ago; and as they 
have not kept pace with the educational advances of the 
age, they naturally think these are the very best books in 
use, and refuse to buy new ones. . Young teachers, to avoid 
frietion with parents, try to use all books, thereby inereas- 
ing the number of their classes, until it is simply impossi- 
ble for them to do any work satisfactorily to themselves or 
parents. The consequence is, that in a short time they are 
pronounced failures. The present law permitting district 
adoption seems to be weak and inoperative, since not more 
than one-third of the districts have taken advantage of 
this privilege. (One reason for this is that many of our 
school boards are not qualified, by education and knowl- 
edge of text books, te make this selection. In con- 
sequence of this failure in the past, every new teacher 
(and in most of the districts they have a new one every six 
months) must havea new series of-text books. Frequently 
children are kept at home because they have no books, 
and parents refuse to buy. There is more justice in. the 
complaints of parents about this change of books than 
most teachers realize. If we had county or State adop- 

tions, good for three or five years, and require all teachers 
of publie schools to use these books or forfeit their pay to 
the district, it would save thousands of dollars each year to 
parents, and insure systematic instruction in our schools. 
There would be but little diffculty for the County Board 
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of Education to iile a. suitable selection from the series 
of books recommended by the State Board. © . ` 
While I favor the best books, yet there i is not so much 
difference in school books as many suppose. The differ- 
ence is in the teacher behind the book. A good teacher 
can use any book and give satisfactory results, a poor 
one cannot succeed with any. What we need is uniform- 
ity and economy in the management of our public schools. 
The easiest solution to the question is free text-books, 
which would secure uniformity and economy. This 
subject has been so ably presented by the Superintendent 
of Public Instruction of Michigan, in his report for 1883, 


that I invite your careful consideration to his remarks on 
Free Text-Books: l 


*FREE TEXT-BOOKS. 


“I wish to call attention to another factor in this question 
and one upon which the ready solution of the text-book 
problem depends. 1 refer to the furnishing of text-books. 
free to the children in the publie schools. I am aware 
that süch a proposition will readily find its opponents, 
but there are considerations which strongly favor such a 
measure, and to which I invite careful thought. Districts 
now furnish dictionaries, globes, maps, charts, crayons, 
erasers, and many other appliances for the use of the school. 
If there are reasons why they should ' 'furnish these 
necessary articles, there are equally as good | reasons why 
they should provide text-books. <A pupil studies arithme- 
tic; he learns his lesson in a book which belongs to him- 
self, but a large portion of the work in this subject he 
performs upon the black-board belonging to the school, 
with district crayon and eraser. It is difficult to under- 
stand why public generosity should refuse'the pupil an 
arithmetic when it has provided him every; other means 
for pursuing the study of mathematics. If public munifi- 
cence is to be withheld from the pupil i in any respect, why 


D 


l slie 


notrequire im to bring: his own erasér, crayon, and black- 
board? | There is no particular necessity for a uniformity 


in these articles, while there isa erying demand for uni- 


formityin arithmetics and other text-books. 
builds a school-house and furnishes it with uniform seats, 
because it wishes to economize space 'and. utilize all the 
room possible. Why should it not, upon the same grounds, 
furnish a uniform set of books, and, by avoiding an endless 
jumble of elasses, economize the time of pupils and teacher? 

Our schools are called free schools. Let them be free, 
then, in that broad sense which will allow every child to 
enjoy their privileges untrammeled by any consideration 
of private expenses for school appliances. 

“I know that such a law would be objected to upon the 
plea that it would increase the amount of school tax to be 
raised. This might be true in a few cases, but to the aver- 
age tax-payer who sends his children to school, and those 
who pay notaxes, it would be asaving. Forinstance;acoun- 
try school of forty scholars is taught seven months in a year. 
The amount of money required to run the school is $200 ; 

and the cost of furnishing the pupils with free text-books, 
as shown below in similar expense reports from - other 
States, will range from $10 to $20. Now a person who 
pays one-tenth of the school tax will.contribute from $1 
to $2 for the purchase of free school books.. Men who 
are assessed .one-tenth of the school tax in rural- districts 


are very few, and it is safe to say that the average tax- 


payer, in the case referred to, would not give seventy-five 
cents for supplying the schools SH free text-books for 
à year. 

*General laws are, enacted for the benefit of the masses. 
Any legislation, providing for free school books, will annu- 
ally save large aggregate amounts to the country districts; 
and, though it should increase the school expenses of a few, 
it would be justified upon the principle of doing the great- 
est good to the greatest number. 
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Under the present plan 
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of providing text-books, it costs -fully $2 a year for books 
for each pupil. By. the method of free text- books, it is 
shown by the reports from the States referred to below; 
that the average annual expense per pupil for books would 
be about fifty cents. The latter pian, then, would make 
an annual saving of $1.50 for each pupil. ^ Now, there 
were enrolled in the schools of this State during the last 


school year, 391,610 pupils. A saving of $1.50 for each 


pupil would annually amount to $587,415. In-a decade 
the amount saved to the patrons of the school would be 
$5,874,150. This is a loss to the masses which is worthy 
the consideration of every philanthropist, and which should 
be prevented by suitable legislation. 

It is claimed by some that pupils would not take the 
same care of books belonging to the district that they 
would of those belonging to themselves, and that the books 
would sooner be worn out or destroyed. In those schools 
that have tried the experiment of free text-books it is 
shown that, with proper regulations, they are better cared: 
for and last much longer than when owned by the pupils 
themselves. Moreover, under this plan books are made to 
do greater service than they are when furnished by the 
pupils. Belonging to the school, they will be used by 
succeeding classes until worn out. Belonging to the 
pupils, they are often laid aside nearly as good as new. 
The chiid outgrows his books in a term or two, and unless 
there is a younger brother or sister to inherit them they 
find their way into the garret as useless property. 

Below are given some of the opinions of leading educa- 


_, tors upon this subject. 


“In his report for 1877, Hon. Edward Sono: State 


Superintendent of Wisconsin, says: *After a careful aud 


impartial study of the text-book question during the past 
four years, Ihave tke fullest conviction that the plan of 
free text-books ‘combines more practical and substantial 
advantages, from both the economical and pedagogical 
stand-point, than any other solution yet offered.’ 
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“The State Superintendent of California, i in ie report f for xr 
1874.5, writes: ‘In eighteen hundred and seventy-tliree — 


(fifth yeàr) Bath (Mé.) had a school attendance.of two: 
thousand nine hundred and forty, making the city’s expen- 


diture-for text-books a very little over fifty cents per child! . 


In California at least three dollars per child are annually 
spent “for téxt-books.' | 
“At the California State Teachers’ Aora in 1882, 
the question of text-books camie up for discusion, As 
there seemed to be a lack of information upon this subject, 
especially concerning: free text-books and. text-books sup- 
plied at eost, the whole matter was deferred; and C. B. Towle, 
of Vallejo, was appointed a committee of one to obtain 
information on the subject and report at the next meeting. 
Mr. Towle corresponded. directly with the school officers of 
different towns, cities, and States. The numerous replies 
which he received came from thirty-five States, and they 
gave information concerning uniformity laws, free text- 
books and text-books at cost. In his report to the meet- 
ing of the association in December, 1883, he embodies this 


_correspondence, from which the following opinions of 


school officers and educators upon the subject of free text- 
books are taken. i 

“ Maine.—The following extracts are taken from a report 
by Samuel Libbey, of the School Committee of Orono, 
found in.the State report for 1880: ‘During the year 1879 
the amount expended for all the books for all the scholars 
was only $140.29, yet every scholar attending school was 
supplied with all the books he needed or could use, and the 
number of different scholais registered was 527. The 
cost to the town for éach scholar was only 263 cents for the 
year. What have we gained by the adoption of this system? 
I answer, uniformity of text- books, a satisfactory classifica- 
tion in all our schools, an adequate supply of all the books 
needed, increased attendance upon, our schools, and large 
savings in the cost of books. We have found it the most 
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convenient method ; and transfers-and exchanges of books 
are much more easily. effected.’ This system was adopted 
in Orono in 1876. 

* Vermont.—N. W. White, town superintendent of l 
Hartford, writes: ‘The plan of furnishing books to-pu- 
pils works well with us thus far. It secures a uniformity 
of books. "The poorest pupils are as well supplied as the 
richer. ‘Teachers like to teach in our town, because the- 
schools are well supplied with books. We are near the 
close of the fifth year since adopting this plan. We at . 
first made an appropriation of $500 for the purchase of 
books, and $100 annually to keep up the supply. We 
have about five hundred. pupils, so that the cost per pupil 
has been a fraction over $2 for the five years. The books 
now on hand are worth at least $300; this would reduce 
the actual cost to $1.60 per pupil for the five years. We 
buy books at the publishers’ lowest wholesale price. To 
prevent loss or abuse, we hold the teachers responsible as 
far as possible, as we do to take proper care of other 
school property. The books are all labeled with the rules, 
and numbered. Each teacher has a book in which to 
keep an account with each pupil, somewhat after the man- 
ner of a public library. With good teachers. the books 
are well taken care of; with poor teachers the books get 
more or less abused, and worn out faster than they ought 
to, just as other school property will get abused unless 
there is sufficient discipline. I have never heard any 
complaint -from tax-payers upon this point, more than 
upon other school expenses. I am not aware of any dis- 
advantages worth mentioning arising from this system of 
furnishing books. In regard to how much less it costs, 
my judgment is that it would cost double or more for the 


pupil to buy his own books. My own individual opinion’ 


is most decidedly in favor of the plan.’ 
“ Massachusetts.—As to free text books, the law reads: ‘A 
city by ordinance, and a town by vote, may authorize its 
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school. committee to sad text-books and - stationery 


foruse in the public schools, such text-books to be the 
property of the city or town, and to be lent to pupils 
under such regulations as the sehool committee may make.’ 
The explanation following this law is: ‘The exercise of 
the power granted by this section makes the public schools 
wholly free. Wherever the plan has been adopted of fur- 
nishing school supplies. by the town, it has been found to 
-save two-fifths of the expense; to make a great saving of 
time in organizing the schools at the beginning of the 
term ; to prevent the wasteful and demoralizing use of 


books; to greatly inerease the amount of work accom- . 


plished by the pupils, and to increase the attendance from 
three to seven per cent. The‘ plan is held in great favor 
wherever it has been tried.’ 

* In 1881, Superintendent Connell of Fall River, writing 
upon the free text-book plan, says :: 

“ Books and stationery are purchased at wholesale rates, 
on the best terms known to the trade. ‘During the seven 
years the enrollment has increased’ but 301, while the 
average attendance has gained 1,940. In other words, the 
enrollment has increased, in the seven. years, but two per 
cent., while the average attendance has gained twenty- 
seven per cent. -The result is due almost entirely to free 
text-books.’ : i 

* [n a letter of October 1, 1888 Eoo Connell 
writes: : * We believé in the system here most heartily, 
and it gives very excellent satisfaction to all parties con- 
cerned.  ' ^ - 

* Wisconsin.—The Wisconsin school report states that in 
1879 the number of districts purchasing text-books was 
1,104, of which 427 loaned and 677 sold them to pupils; 
and in 1882.the number of districts purchasing was 1,795, 
of which 574 loaned and 15,221 sold them to pupils. 

* The same laws are also in force for cities and towns, 
except. that the Board of Education of the city or town 
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may be authorized by the Board of Aldermen, Common 
Council, or Trustees, to purchase text- "books, and loan 
them to the pupils. - ` 
“Superintendent Albert Hardy of Lacrosse, writing about 
free text-books, says: ‘The School Board of Lacrosse, 
after careful inquiry and mature deliberation, unanimously 
adopted the plan a year ago last July. The same month 
I presented the matter, with the decision of the School 
Board, before the City Council, which unanimously ap- 
proved the action of the School Board, which action of 
the Council made the matter legal. The amount of $1,500 
was appropriated tojcarry out the scheme. I went to Chi- 
cago and purchase the books at very low rates. Last year | 
we spent about $1,000, and this year, so far,,$600. The 
text-books proper cost about 34 cents per pupil last year, 
and 25 cents per pupil this year. There is no open oppo- 
sition to the plan. As to method of management, the 
teachers are all futnished with ruled blank books, con- 
taining a column for names of pupils, number of the. 
book, kind of book, and condition of the book, which is’ 
kept by a letter, as A for ‘new,’ B for ‘used, but good,’ 
etc. The teachers enter the names of all their pupils in 
these books, with the number, kind and condition of the 
book. The numbers are checked off when the book is ' 
returned, with date, and amount of fine, if any, under col- 
umn ‘remarks.’ The pupils are thus held for the books 
at last, and charged with the cost if the book is lost, and. 
required to pay a fine if the book is injured more than is 
necessary. I collected about $200 for injuries last year.' 
There was no trouble in collecting ; I did not lose $2. I 
should say that the high school is included in the above : 
estimate; Greek, Latin, all books. 
“These are some of- the advantages : 
« First —Economy ; it does not cost this community: one- 
third of the former cost for books. - | 
* Second—The pupils are on hand promptly at the begin- 
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ning + of the term, and .do not have to wait to get books; 


that is, it increases the regularity of attendance. "e 


' * Third—It increases the attendance in higher. grades ; 
more children get a better education. 


a Fourth—It makes the schools free indeed ; puts the 


poor man’s child on an equality with the rich man’s 
child—all are supplied alike. 

“ Fifth —lIt is an educational force ; it teaches the respon- 
sibility and the care of property. 

“The greatest disadvantage about it is theincreased labor 
and responsibility of the teacher. 

* Michigan.—Superintendent J. M. B. Sill of Detroit, 
writes: ‘We have no peculiar way of furnishing our 
pupils with text-books. Competition among book-sellers 
has, howéver, done us good service, and school -books 
generally are sold to pupils at wholesale rates. Iam an 
advocate of free text-books in free schools; but with us 
here it will’ probably be long before the public will agree 
with me.' 

* New York. suaran John Jasper of New York 
city, writes: * The Board of Education furnishes all pupils 
in the public schools with books and school supplies free 
of expense; and this meets the hearty approval of the 
citizens of New York city.’ 

* New Jersey. pupei Henry B. Pierce of New 
Brunswick, N. J., writes: ‘For the past eighteen years 
our readers have not cost'on an average more than ten 
cents per year per pupil. Sanders’ series were used four- 
teen years, when they were- exchanged free of cost for 
Appleton’s new series. , The A class of girls in the gram- 
mar department used Sanders’ Fourth Readers fourteen 
years; that is, more than 600 different girls used the same 
forty-five reading books. The original cost to the Board 
was less than $45, while the retail price, during that time 
was $1.25 per book.’ The advantages of ay nee read- 
ing books to the pupus by the Poaza are many.’ 
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s Superintendent Wiliam N: Barringer af Newark, 
writes: ‘We have furnished our pupils with books, ‘slate 
pencils, chalk, ete., etc., for many years. It has cost on . 
an average about 45 cents per pupil per annum. We like 
the plan. very much; its advantages are many—I will name 
a few: cheapness, convenience, uniformity, complete con- 
trol of the course of study, and removal of all excuses for 
non- -performance of work by pupils.’ 

T Superintendent George H. Barton of Jersey City, writes: 
* For many years free text-books have been furnished to 
the children in the publie schools of this city. The plan 


' has proven very satisfactory. Books misused or abused 


haye been paid for by the children having them. Parents 
are also obliged to pay for the books lost by their chil- 
dren.“ The cost per pupil has varied from. 50 cents to. - 
$1.25 per year for books and stationery.’ m 

* State Superintendent E. A. Apgar, writes: * Nearly 
allour eities furnish text-books free of cost to the chil- 
dren; among them are Newark, 130,000 population; Jer- 
sey City, 125,000; Patterson, 50,000; New: Brunswick, 
20,000, ete. We have 1,500 school districts in the State 
outside the cities, and about 400 of these supply free text- 
books. Itis my endeavor to get all the districts in the 
State to adopt the policy which now prevails i in 80 many. 
n my reports and addresses I have always recommended 
this policy. In advocating this policy I have opposed 
State, or even county uniformity. Every advantage which 
uniformity. offers, is secured, from the fact that the pupil 
in removing to a new district is not required to buy new 
books ; and all the evils growing out of a State or county 
adoption, which are many, are avoided.’ | - te 
* In coneluding his report, Mr. Towle makes tlie follow- 
ing statement: ‘This ends my report, which shows the 
management of text-books in all the States of the Union 
except Louisiana. Two letters to.that State failed to re- - 
turn the necessary information. , It is perhaps hardly nec- 
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essary to say that the more this subject is. studied,the . 


more positive one becomes that, all things being consid- 
ered, the end of the text-book question will not be reached. 


until, everywhere, books ‘are supplied free of cost to the : 


pupils, being supplied by each city, town or district, direct 
from the publishers, at such rates as will be fair to all con- 


cerned ;. that text-books, in order to have them cheapest . 


and best, must be the joint product of private enterprise 
and general competition’? ! 

«I have taken some pains to inform myself upon the 
text-book anestion, and have endeavored to make an un- 
biased presentation of testimony, so that those who frame 
, our laws may have before them the experience and opin- 
ions of educators in other States, in case of legislation 
upon the uniformity of text-books. s; 

“Upon first considering this subject, I was inclined to. 
favor the plan of county uniformity as the’ most practical, 
efficient, and satisfactory. An examination, however, of 


the reports upon this question from those States where 


the couhty system has been, has revealed many objections: 
to this plan. Though it is preferable to State uniformity, 
and would be an improvement upon our present system, I 
am convinced that the township is the proper unit for 
regulating text-book uniformity as wellas for managing 
most of the affairs connected with the rural schools. I 
would also add, that the only complete remedy for the 

evils that will. grow out of any “system of uniformity, be 
it State, county, township or district, lies .in providing 
free text-books for the schools. 


* After carefully considering this text- book question I ann 


convinced that the district should purchase all the books 
used in the schools; and that they should be held as dis- 
triet' property, and either furnished free for the use of 
those who attend school, loaned to them at a price that 
would simply cover wear and tear, or sold to them at. 
actual eost; By this means uniformity will be readily 
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secured, the price of books will be greatly reduced, and. 
many of the obstacles which now deerease the. attendance - 
upon the schools and prevent their most successful work- 

- ings will be removed.” l 7 

"With free text-books, then indeed would our schools be. 

free schools, supported from a common fund,.to which all  . 
contributed—free to the rich and poor—all supplied with « 
every necessity to obtain a primary education, that would ` 
give each girl and boy sufficient knowledge to transact the 
ordinary business affairs of life. Houses, globes, maps, 
charts, furniture, teachers and books, all supplied by the: 
|State, free to all. ; 


| 
ELECTION LAW. 


The prosperity, success, and the very life of our schools 
depend -upon local taxation. Men appreciate-and value 
what they pay for, lightly esteem that which cost them .. 
nothing: The law prescribing the manner in which direc- 

+ tors shall be elected, the manner of holding the annual 
meeting, and how electors shall vote on the question of 
tax or no tax, is vague, uncertain, and in some respects 

: unintelligible. This statute should be so plain and simple 
tliat any ordinary man could understand its provisions, If 
this was the case, then the will of the people, expressed at 
the ballot box, would never be set aside on technical 
grounds, of not having complied strictly with provisions 
of the law that no one fully understands. This has been 
done by men of wealth, men who oppose school taxation, 
and use all legitimate means to defeat its collection—even 
after it has been voted. Thestatute says the electors must 
vote amount or rate. "This: sometimes causes confusion, 
and should be amended so as to read rate. The directors 
eee in May should. be required to qualify within fifteen 
days after the election, thereby enabling the new directors 
to assist in selecting teachers, and aiding in forming the 
policy that isto be adopted in the management of the 
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school. : The election of directors in, special d districts, for 
towns and cities, should be changed from: December to the 
third Saturday i in May, not only for the same reason, but 
also, for the additional reason that it would Save the We 
tricts the expense of this election. 


Would it uot be better, and economy, to have the school | 


election at the time of the general election ? - This would 


simplify everything, and many objectionable features of 


the present law. There should be some legislation pre- 
scribing the time, and the manner of taking the enumera- 
tion. Some competent person should be appointed to do 


this work, for which he should be paid so much per capita, 


in proportion to the nùmber of children enumerated. 
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e us COUNTY TREASURERS. 

The présent law allows the County Treasurer two per 
cent. of all school funds coming into his hands in any one 
year. Under the practical workings of this law itis only 
a question of time when the Treasurer would exhaust the 
fund in his commissions, if ‘allowed to remain in the 
county treasury. The fund has actually paid out six per 
cent., and in some instances as much as eight per cent. 
was taken before the fund was paid to the district on direc- 
tors’ warrants. It is idle to say the courts will not allow 
this; they have allowed it, and the Attorney-General says 
the Treasurers are entitled to the commission on all sums 
coming into their hands, from whatever source, and noton 


the amount paid out, or turned over to their &uccessors. 
The law should be amended so as to read, “the Treasurer 


shall have two per cent. eommissions on all money paid 
out by him on warrants drawn by school directors, and 
indorsed by the County Superintendent." Such an amend- 
ment would save the fund from this wholesale commission. 
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REVENUE. 
In this practical, matter-of-fact age, money is all essen- 
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tial to the success of any enterprise, and this is eminently 


true in the sucéessful management of schools. ‘The most 
sanguine friend of popular education cannot hope to give: 


the children of the State even a primary education, by 


haying them attend school only three months in the year. - 


All teachers of any experience know that a child attend- 


‘ing school only three or four months in twelve, will, by 


+ 


the time he returns to the school room, have forgotten 
nearly all he had previously acquired, and must review 
what he had passed over during the last three months. 
This js alike discouraging to child, parent and teacher. 
Then arises a question of great interest to all. How can 
we increase the school revenue without increasing our 
taxes? Can it be done, and permit a reduction of taxes? 


_- This should. claim the serious attention of the General 
Assembly—as it is not a local question, but onein which ` 


the entire State is interested, and on which, to a great 


furnish the money to employ and promptly pay compe- 
tent teachers for eight or nine months in the year, then we 


-can insure good schools, good discipline, with rapid and 


satisfactory progress on the part of the children. It has 
often been said that it is cheaper to be taxed in order to 
‘educate, train and discipline, than to pay for pauperism, 
crime, enone and lawlessness. “Education pays, igno- 
Tance costs.” “The cost of a single criminal is often a 


half dozen young men. People pay the former without 
complaint, but grumble when called upon to pay a liberal 
school tax.” No one ‘contends that education will make 
all men honest and law-abiding citizens; but our prison 
statistics show that a large per eent. of our criminals are 
illiterate. It will not do to depend entirely upon national 
aid. We must be willing to help ourselves; be self-sus- 
taining and independent. In this way only can we hope 
to sueceed in removing the dark cloud of illiteracy that 
hangs like a pall over our State. i 
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extent, depends its future prosperity. If the State will - 


greater tax to a community than the liberal education ofa - 
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If national aid should be granted, we are to- receive aid. 
in proportion to what we expend for educational purposes. 
‘The amount of State tax collected and paid into the State 


treasury last year was nearly one million of dollars, -The 


-current expenses of the State government is less than. three ` 


hundred thousand dollars, "This.willleave a large surplus 

for paying State indebtedness, and allow certain State- 
taxes, that are now paid into the State treasury for gen- 

eral purposes, to be transferred to the school fund. Ifthe 

State tax on liquors, hawkers or peddlers, lightning rod and 

insurance agents, and other associations or companies taxed 
in our State, and the revenue derived from the sale of for- 
feited lands, be given to the school fund, it would increase 

it more than one hundred and fifty thousand dollars per 
annum, añ amount sufficient, with our present revenue, to 
keep all schools open at least six months in each year, and, 

with j udicious management, even a longer period. - 


SCHOOL DISTRICTS. 


No part of the school law more seriously demands the 
careful and immediate attention of the Legislature than 
that relating to school districts. The defects and objec- 
tions to our present separate, independent districts, are 
numerous. There must be a-change, and the sooner it is 
made the better it will be for the prosperity.of ‘the schools. 
I invite your careful consideration to the objectionable 
features of the present law, and the advantage to be gained 
from the township system. : All-who are in the least inter- 


ested in the welfare and prosperity of our free schools- will | 


certainly give this subject a thoughtful -coasideration. 
The first objection to which your attention is called is the 
ease with which the old districts are divided, and new 
ones formed. There is no uniformity or permanence in 
the number or shape of the school districts in any county. 


There are but few, if any, counties in the Statejin which , 


the.assessor and collector can give or find the boundaries 
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of school districts. -Many citizens have no idea to what: . 
tion, when the tax collector comes to make his collections. 
In some instances, where transfers have been made from 
oné district to another for educational purposes, a part of 
one district is found to be in the center of another ; this 
certainly causes confusion and dissatisfaction with the 
school system. The causes that lead to these changes are 
often selfish and frivolous. The change is not to the ad- 
vantage of the children, for whose special benefit it is 
claimed the change’was made. T : 
Sometimes the tax-payers desire the change to relieve 
themselves of the tax, or to avoid paying their part of the 
indebtedness of the old district. This frequently leads to 
neighborhood difficulties, which end in litigation, to the 
injury of the school district; all these troubles would be 
removed, and this department relieved ofa heavy corre- 
spondence, as nine-tenths of the correspondence relate to 
the districts. The object of all legislation should be to 
secure the greatest good to the greatest number. Under. 
the present system some children in the townships have a 
good school, while others have a very inferior one. The 
township system would “insure equal privileges to all. 
The children in one district have a comfortable house and 
a school from six to nine months in the year, while those hv- 
ing in another district in the same township whose parents 
are not so wealthy or appreciative of the advantages of an 
edueation, have a very uncomfortable school-house, and a 
very cheap teacher, with a school only three months in 
the year. Now there is no good reason why the children 
who live in the latter district should be deprived of the 
privileges enjoyed by the children in the adjoining district ; 
all arethe children of the State, and should be equally pro- 
vided for. Should not the State take action in behalf of 
these unfortunate children, whose parents are unwilling or 
unable to make suitable provisions for their education? 
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distriet they belong. This is a souree of much dissatisfac- | 
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Under the township system the scivol interést would be l 
controlled by the township board, who; in the manage- 
ment. of the school, would consider the interest of all” 
impartially. The tax would be more ‘generally voted, 
equally- distributed, and each school would receive much 
nearer an equal number of children in the townships. The 
plan would be in the interest of economy; there would be 
no necessity for so many schools; the schools would be 
consolidated and would have better houses and better 
teachers. We had, at the close of June, 1883, 3,073 school 
districts. This number has been increased by the forma- 
tion of new districts in nearly every county in the State. 
We have at the present time, say, in round numbers, 3,000 
districts, which give an educational army of 9,000 men, 
who are exempt from road'and jury duty. To supply these 
districts it takes 3,900 records, 3,000 registers, 3,000 war- 
rant books, 9,000 enumeration reports, 6, 000+ annual 
reports, 6,000 directors’ estimates, 6,000 certificates “of tax, 
and at least 4,000 copies of the school law. Most of. this 
has to be supplied by the State annually. The furnishing 
of these supplies costs the State a large sum of money, 
but the expense is the least of the evils of the present 
system. 

The tendency to form new districts is increasing. One, 
county has one hundred and thirty districts, nearly four 


hundred directors. There should be a change, and an - 


immediate check pit upon this formation of new dis- 
tricts, or we will have a’ school district around every 
church, and I might be excused should I say around the 
houses of all the prominent citizens. The per capita cost: 
of maintaining so many, independent schools is greater 
than it isin our graded schools. At the annual school 
meeting but little interest is manifested by a large portion 
ofthe electors. They are so indifferent that they seldom 
attend the annual meeting, leaving the edueational inter- 
est of their districts to be controlled by a very small minor- 
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ity. These: meetings are a. fruitful source of contentions, 
that frequently divide neighborhoods and ruin the schools. 
As before stated, the present system requires an army of. 
10,000 men to look after the educational interests of the 
State. Could our schools be placed únder the control of one- 
tenth of this number, men of intelligence, who have the inter- 
est of the children and the future prosperity of-the State at 
/heart—men who desire to see the places of honor and profit 
filled by Arkansas boys—would it not be a` better guaran-. 
tee, and give better assurance of the success of our publie 
schools? The collection of reliable statistics by this 
department, from so many different and independent 
‘sources, is almost impossible. Under the township sys- 
tem is it not more reasonable to suppose that one would 
have more efficient directors ?—since in each township the l 
electors could certainly select intelligent men- to take 
charge of their school interest. The solution of these diffi- 
culties is very easy if we will only apply the heroic remedy. 
| Abolish all school districts as now formed, and make : 
„each political township a permanent school district, not to 
be changed, except as the politieal township may be 
‘altered; provided that this change shall not affect cities - 
and towns which have already been or may hereafter be, 
organized under the present act for the regulation of pub- 
lic schools in the cities and towns. Place the educational 
interest of entire township under the control and man-’- 
agement of three intelligent directors, selected by the eléc- - 
tors on account of their known ‘fitness for this important 
position. Let them be clothed with authority to establish 
as many primary schools in the township as the conven- 
ience of the people may demand. ae some convenient 
central point in the township, designated by the electors, 
establish a grammar school, where all the children in the 
township who have completed the course in the primary 
school may enter and have an opportunity of advancing still 
higher in the educational scale. Establish by law, at the 


l 


a i 


f 


D 
i 
t 


* 
* a wo ie A 
E D - ^ x x P t a ~ E à Et 
o May Sr ODi He S TAL he ag PED ag x uU cauda Ud 
E * uq x Sia xe * AU a+ “Me "e 


"s 


” E E ^ 
2 - 
=n 4 ts Ss 


~ 


county seat ‘of each county, under the spe diali act, A 'high 
school or academy, : and admit into it, without examination, 
all the children of the county, on the certificate of the prin- 
cipals of the grammar schools, that they have passed a satis- 
factory examination in the course of the study prepared 
for these schools. Now, to encourage the ambitious 
boy and girl who desire to obtain a collegiate or univer- 
sity | education, let the certificate of graduation from the 
high school admit them into the Freshman class’ at the 
Arkansas Industrial University, without an additional 
examination. This plan, would connect our State Uni- 
versity: with our public school system, and place it where’ 
it should be, at the head of the free schools of the State. 
This would give every one who desired it, an opportunity 
to obtain a.thorough scientific, classical or literary educa- 
tion, and in ashort time the University would be filled with 
students from all parts of the State, eager to acquire addi- 
tional lore in her classic halls. fem 


4 


The township system, as before mentioned, would con- 
solidate the funds, give better houses, better ‘teachers and 
better furniture; children and parents would be encour- 
aged and stimulated; pupils would be anxious to attend 
with regularity in order to complete the required course in 
each school; parents awould not take their children from 
school whenever there was a seeming deinaüd-for more 
help at home, on the farm, or when there was some dissat- 
isfaction ‘with the teacher. In our cities some. one has 
charge of all the schools, planning and directing, eneour- 
aging teachers and pupils, correcting errors and abuses ^ 
that arise in the management of the schools, Experience 
has demonstrated that this is economy: The same super- 
vision could be had in the townships by making the Prin-. 
cipal of the Grammar School superintendent of the town- 
ship schools; this would give township supervision, which 
with county supervision would form a complete super- 
vision of the educational . interest of each county. 
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Another advantage in the township plan is, the coun- 
try schools could be graded and’ made - as efficient 


the teachers in each school, that most need this assistance, 


the entire township. This teacher would really be doing 


the work of the normal teacher; hearing recitations from . 


all classes, in his ,visits to the different schools; holding 
teachers’ meetings or institutes monthly, and giving his 
entire time and talent to the improvement of the schools 


invaluable. By the township system the State would save 
in the amount of supplies furnished each county. There 
would be no trouble to the assessor or collector, as each 
citizen knows in what political township he lives. A few 
old fogies with no children to educate, and some property, 
could not control the election of the. entire township so 
easily as they do in some localities ander the present 


system. This’ would dispense with the present law for | 


transferring children from one district to another, which 


erty from one district and gives it to another, leaving 


| 


| 


funds to maintain a school, even three months... Wher- 
fever the township system has been tried, the results have 
given satisfaction. Educators in nearly every State have 
‘recommended it, and in some of the leading educational 
‘States it has already been adopted. ‘Observation, both at 


‘home and at the Centennial, says Secretary. Northrop, in 


‘the Centennial report for 1877, “confirms every conviction 
in favor of the union of districts. The division of the - 
townships into small, independent districts seems inexpli- 


cable to educators abroad. The following’ are some of 
the benefits that would be derived from the township sys- 
tem : | ` ; 


tdp c a 


^ 


as the schools in “towns and cities. By 'placing-at least 
one good teacher in each township to visit and - instruct 


there would be aroused an interest that would be felt in- | 


under his charge. Such a man in à township would be" 


is ruinous in its practical operations, since it takes prop- ` 


twenty or thirty children in the district without sufficient ' 
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st 1. The building of better and ‘more convenient school: i 


houses. 


«2. The gchicols could be classified Ld graded v with 


more ease. 


> 


.*8. Better teachers would be — À | 
“4, fSehoolbterms would be longer, — © 
* 5. - Taxation would be equalized. 


*6. "The school revenue would be more equitably dis- 
tributed. ; l 

“7, Equal educational Privileges could be extended to 
all parts of the township. : 


“8, Children could attend the school that was on 
convenient. . 


* 9, School-houses would be better furnished: 


* 10. The per capita cost of education would be dimin- 
ished. : 


“11. There would be but little uncertainty about dis- 
‘trict boundaries. 


N 


7 ———— 


/ 
12, Reliable statistics and information could more: 
easily be obtained. 


“18. There would be better, prn nd super- 
vision of the schools. 


*14. Text-books could not be so easily dons 


“15, The school law would be simplified and better un- 
derstood and obeyed.” _ : 


^ 
EN 
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` NORMAL INSTITUTES. ur 


The State Superintendent is required by section 15- of 
the school law to * hold a Teachers’ Institute annually, in - 


each judieial district of the State, to ‘be called a Normal 
District Institute.” Ithad been the custom of my prede- 
cessors to select some suitable place in each district, to 
appoint the dates for holding these institutes, and to re- 
quest County Examiners to notify all teachers. These in- 
stitutes were usually held for three days, but notwith- 
standing their short duration, much good was done by the 


\ 


we, 
i "X 
E iA Ned ^ $e 4 ae S 
^ es Xo UE. C. eg e$ A 
z S 
à x M iu 


* 
m 
woes -- 7 
SG des un K 
ars ur 
ay ES 


= x pos 


3 


«x 
d " 
nd Y ox 
22ttk£E 

ws EE F 


^ 


D CEN 

w ^ 

Ross ^k. 
Las 


7oP*, 
x, 


wt Se 


v 
~ act 
Ra x t ay a ^ 


x 
^E 


4 


<u 


3 
E] - E 
aei Nn 


* — 
LE 
% "ta at "Sok 
ec 
aie ^i X 


ha 
? 


+ 


HT 
H 


- 
ET. 
DA 


U 


~ 
NES 

e 4 
^ 

MET ac a Hee 


* 
Pa Z 

js o wh 

Ed dii 


* 


iy 

4° 

ja 

OM 3 
a2 LI 
BUS 


z —86— ~ 
practical teachers, who were employed to lectura on school- 
room work, and special mention is due Hon. J. L. Den- 
ton, for his noble efforts in arousing by his impressive elo- 
quence a deeper interest among the people in favor of 
popular education. However, the masses of the teachers, 
especially those who needed help most, were not reached. 

Last year, as an experiment, I decided to adopt a differ- 
ent plan, believing that work more practical might be 
done, more teachers might be reached, the influence of the 
Institutes might be extended, and thus more good accom- 
plished. This plan was to have an Institute of two weeks 
duration, held during.the summer in each judicial district, 
and conducted by gentlemen of large and successful expe- ~ 
rience in the school-room, and who had given special atten- 
tion to normal methods, and to the science and art of edu- 
cation. I prepared a programme covering all thé branches 
required to be taught in the public; schools. Tnstitutes 
were held at Forrest City, Malvern, Conway, La Crosse, 
Ji onesboro', Mineral Springs, Russellville, Berryville, Pres- 
cott, Pine Bluff, Camden, Monticello and Greenwood. 

The following gentlemen were appointed instructors: G. 
C. Woodson, O. F. Russell, L..C. Winton, LeRoy Bates, 
M. Shelby Kennard, N. P. Gates, G. A. Hays, J. H. Shinn, 
G. A. Jones, J. C. Corbin and J. F. Howell. 

1 For the present year I decided to divide the judicial 
districts into sub-distriets, for the convénience of teachers, 
and to hold in each an Institute of one week's duration. 
larranged that all the Institutes. should be held between 
June 9 and August 9, and selected the following places: . 
Harrison, Springdale, Newport, Benton, Hope, Altus, 
Clinton, Lonoke, Hàrrisburg, Corning, Morrilton, Arka- 
delphia, Mount Ida, Centre Point, Ferguson’s Mill, Van: 
Buren, Hamburg, Toledo, Hampton, Mount Holly, Au- 
gusta, Marianna, Melbourne, Lockesburg, Washington, 
Camden, Little Rock, Pine Bluff, Lake Village, Helena 
and Marion. Nine of these were specially for colored 
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teachers.. The following instructors were appointed: Ọ. 
F. Russell, J.” W. Stewart, M. Shelby Kennard, T. C. 
Karns, C. D.  Rakestraw, J. C. Corbin and J. F. Howell. 
- The attendance of teachers at the Institutes last year 
für exceeded my highest expectations, more than eight 
hundred having been enrolled. The attendance this year, 
though showing a decrease, is cause for much encourage 
ment, proving that many of the teachers feel the. need of 
such helps. Among the most hopeful signs, some of the 
instruetors report that the daily sessions were well attended 
by the citizens, thus evincing their interest in the work. 
It is difficult to appreciate the influence of such work in. 
presenting to the people the fact that wonderful improve- 
ments in methods of teaching are being made; that the 
new education is gradually but surely supplanting the old; 
that right education is founded on scientific principles. 
The people of many communities, where Institutes were | 
held, were aroused to the importance of giving more atten- - 
ton to their publie sehools, of having longer sehool 
terms, and of securing the best teachérs possible. Ihave 
received letters from several prominent teachers testifying- 
to their satisfactory results. Another hopeful sign is the 


growing demand. for teachers who are familiar with nor- 
mal methods, i 


- CHARACTER OF THE WORK. 


~ 


‘The instructors were expected to organize the teachers. 
into classes, as in' à model school, and to illustrate the best 
methods of teaching . the required branches, by having: 
regular recitations in accordance with the ‘programmes. 
They were expected ‘to illustrate also methods of opening 
school, roll-call, school-room arrangement, manner of con- 
ducting recitations, and to give instruction in organiza- 
tion, government and discipline. They were expected to 
use their influence in arousing the teachers to a desire for 
more light, and in showing them the necessity. for 
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| improvement in their work. They were ‘expected to try 
Co tọ secure the attendance of the people at'the sessions of 
the Institutes, that they might become acquainted, atleast . 


ME to some extent, with the work, and awakened to demand 


y 
H 


better teaching in their schools. Iam happy to state that 
these expectations were, in the main, realized, the instruc- 
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> 
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tors cheerfully doing what they could to carry out instruc- 
tions. : | 


/ 


d | LECTURERS, | 


1 


' In order to enhance the influence and the value of these 
Institutes, I selected, mostly from the counties composing 
the respective districts, representative gentlemen from the 
professions of law, medicine and theology, to deliver lec- 

: tures in connection with the Institutes. Most of these : 

gentlemen cheerfully responded, and aided much in giving > 

prominence to the Institute work, besides imparting val- | 
uable instruction on the subjects of “School Law,” 

“School-room Hygiene” and “Morals and Manners,” 


these being the themes upon which they were requested 


. to speak. m | 
| EXPENSES. | l 
> | It would have been impossible tò have inaugurated-and: 
proseeuted this invaluable work had it not e 


generous donations from-the Peabody Education Fund, 
e Tor thin ape purpose. I heartily concur in the 
opinion of the Trusteés of that Fund, that the amounts 
contributed from it can not be expended with so much 
advantage to the State in -any other manner. Although 
economically expended, these donations are not sufficierit 
to pay for the work which ought to be done. More of. . 
these Institutes ought to be held annually, and for a longer 
period than one or two weeks. I respectfully urge that 
the Legislature appropriate a reasonable sum annually to 
i -| aidin the matter. I suggest also, in this connection, that 
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invested the funds in 6 per cent. State bonds. 


the school law be so amended. as to provide: for separate 7 


Institutes for colored’ teachers. 


PERMANENT SCHOOL FUND. >` 


The following statement of the condition of the perma-. 


nent school fund, the interest of which alone can be used 
for school purposes, is submitted for your consideration :. 


Loughborough bonds, 6 per cent......,............. eene (TTC UE SE — ..8170,000 00 
Auditor's Certificates of 1883............... ican sense TCR UMOR EA TE —€— 970 91 
Reclamation Certificates............cccccssccvsccsessccenteccssvossersssscaccsscassscccesecs "m "HO 76 00 

$170,346 91 


Section 6, of an act. approved December 1, 187 5, directed 


the commissioners of the school fund to securely invest the 


said funds in bonds of the State, or the United States. 
Acting under this authority, the commissioners have 
The interest 
aecruing.on : these bonds is added to the common school 
fund of the State, and apportioned to the several counties. 
‘Since the State Treasurer has called in all the outstanding 


Loughborough bonds, for- redemption, it becomes-neces-, - 


sary for the commissioners to invest in United States bonds, 
unless the present law is changed, so that they may seek 
other and more profitable investments. - To invest in 
UnitedStates bonds would yield no revenue for several 
years; hence, the necessity for some other “investment. 


In this connection I wish to call_your attention to the loss 


this fund has sustained. ` 
In June 30, 1874, there was destroyed, by A the 


sum of $128,840.32, belonging to the permanentschool fund. 


See Auditor's Record Book 4, page 153. . 
In the second quarter, 1879, there was destroyed, by 


burning, the sum of $50, 237.23. See Auditor's Record: 
Fund Ledger, page 17. 


The aggregate amount of these sums, with interest ion 
date of burning, is something over $300,000. This amount 
added to the ere fands would give a permanent fund 
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of of $500, 000, or $30, 000 annually-to be added to the < com- 
mon school fund of the State. Some action should be 
taken by the General Assembly to replace the amount lost: ` 
or destroyed. Article 14, section 2, oneta tion of Ar- 
kansas, provides that “No money or; property belonging 
to the public school fund, or. to the State for the benefit. 
of schools or universities, shall ever be used for any other 
‘than for the respective purposes to which it belongs.” 
Since this amount has been destroyed the State has 
really lost nothing, but the permanent fund has lost the 
above mentioned sum. The State, as custodian of the 
fund, should take some steps to restore the amount lost. 
This is no local matter, but one in which the entire State 
has an interest. 


EN 


SIXTEENTH SECTION. MF T 


By a legislative enactment, approved March 21, 1881, 
page 159, the control and management of the school lands 
of the State was removed from the Land Commissioner; 
and he was. directed to “ turn over to the ‘county clerks of 
A several counties in the State, all books, papers and 
evidences of debt pertaining to the sixteenth section, in 
the several counties. To learn what had been done by the 
Land Commissioner, in ‘compliance with this statute, I 
addressed to him the following communication: . 


| 


STATE OF ARKANSAS, 
DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC INstRUCTION, 
- SUPERINTENDENT’S OFFICE, 
LITTLE Rock, ARK., October 21, 1884. 
Hon. PavL M. Coses, State Land Commissioner, Little Rock, 
Ark.: l | 
Str: Section 11, of an act approved March. 22, 188 
page 159, directs the State Land Commissioner to turn 
over to the county clerks of the several counties in this 
State, all books, papers and evidences: of debt pertaining to 
the sixteenth section in the several counties. f 


i 
H 


| 
t 
| 
| 
| 


| 


= 7 ura Li ^c on Wh ThA Sok ae n, “et hae x MAR Vui ge. ig te X 
i ^ e p id E ut un & e : b Es - f 7 45 e "A EE Cle eg 
T : f Z ^. . 4. UO "uo 
- p S = " a B í 1 fi t d Ve 
£ ~ * ` P - * " - a DUE 
f ! "m —41— oT i ao tg " bi d. 
Please furnish me.a statement of the amount turned . -` Gh P 
over to the county clerks of each county, with a copy of , H 
their receipts, and such óther information you may OMS B 
relative to the sixteenth section. nc 
Respectfully, W.E. THomPson, Slate Superintendent US 
/ ae y STATE OF ARKANSAS, a 
: OFFICE OF COMMISSIONER oF STATE LANDS, 
LITTLE Rock, AXK., November 21, 1884. d 
Hon. W. E. Txompson, State Superintendent of Public Ta- — ^ t 
Mr 
struction, Little Rock, Ark.: Ug 
r = " . e 
Str: In reply to your letter of the 21st ultimo, I hand "ud 
PE $9 
you herewith, for your information and examination, the ^ + ; 


receipts for such records, papers and evidences of debt re- 
lating to the school lands of the State, as were turned over 
to the respective counties by the Commissioner of State 
Lands, as required by section 11 of an act approved March 
22, 1881, together with the record, showing a schedule of 
such evidences of debt, to which is‘appended the receipts 
of the respective Prosecuting Attorneys for same, delivered. 
by this office, under the act approved January 26, 1875. 
Very respectfully, 
Paur M. Cozsss, Commissioner of State Lands. 
By R. V. YEAKLE, Deputy. Commissioner. 


w 


By reference to the records of the Commissioner of State 
Lands, we find receipts of the following ‘Prosecuting At- 
torneys for notes and claims for collection, on account of 
the common school fund : + 


NOTES AND 

COUNTIES, Prosecuting ATTORNEYS. PAPERS. Date or RECEIPTS. 
Arkansas ...:....... seres Z. L. Wise ........ ...: S iei ensis E Mu uis E E June 23, 1875 
AShl8g cnet J. ©. Barrow oce estere inen d asciende ERN June 19, 1875 
Bradley brass diede J. €: Baurow... esee Jost code peres ..June 19, 1875. 
Benton ...... e S. W. Peel. catis cies puesto ae ere o June 14, 1878 
Calhoun.................... Dan W; Jones 2uieeieie tanus Pasce August16, 1875 ` 
Carroll ..... coercere S. W- Peel ieiunio o Rh isses vos 1 ETENE June 14, 1875. 
(ES | need met J. D. McCabe.......ceccccccssscessseee eene 56 ceils June 21, 1875 
Chieot ...... .... — J. C. BarfOW. uie ciescrt vtta cients Din ure NOE June 19, 1875 
Ganar. PIRR NE M. J. Henderson... eet T Foes reasons August 4, 1875- 
Columbia ...........:...R. H. Black 1... JI NEN Ur UM 1878 
Craighead................. Be He Blaek..... sedes E EEI es A 1875 
Crawford .................. J. P. Bytaren is D acus — "€ May 15, 1875 
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| i — Noms AND _ NE 
—. COUNTIES, PROSECUTING ATTORNEYS. PAPERS. Dare o¥ RECEIPTS. | 
Crittenden ............... D. W, Jones ........ c ——À TU ES -August16, 1875 
Criss TENTER DEN R. H. Blaek .......... ees ee oth | RERO custode D 
Dallas ...... cscs, santas c Oo BARTOW a cedere die els Soon E June'19, 1875 
Drew ....... CORSETS J. O. BSEFOW. eerte iter o Y "b epp OS June 19, 1875 
Desha ........ POE Dee PITT tare seenen is a I E E ETE June 23, 1875 
Fulton........... MON J. L. Abernathy... cert 2 RAN CREER June 9, 1875, 
Grant... eren M. J. Henderson... eee Deere August 4, 1875 ` 
Hot Spring...............M. J. Henderson......... TONERS, 7 oo ertu ee ane August 4, 1875 
Hempstead.............. Dan W. Jones .......... eere eere nen le HE ENT August 16, 1875 
Independence. ........ J. L. Abernathy .................... e T0B occa o sca ia June 9, 1875 
| Izard esusen J. L. Abernathy............... eere (o June 9, 1875 
Jefferson ...... cesseesees. Zig Lie Wi86 m E June 22, 1875 
Johnson..............«J. P. BYCTS....cccssscscssccccessesssccee acess TD m ota .....May 15, 1875 
Lawrence ....ees oo J. L. Abernathy .................. ses T —— M June 9, 1875 
Lonoke............- ind We MODE LR dics cence ahead Ba stretto es July 9, 1875 
Lincoln NUES. Z. L. Wise ............... NUR Os RTS ee J UDE 23, 1875 
Madison.................... S. W. Peel ....... EIEEE ESA DU ETETEA N June 14, 1875 
MATION qns sarmo Wie Pei oom elec ah 85. eese tes düne 14, 1875 
Mississippi ........... .. Re H, Black 2a eoe casacuenceiee Mott gu Le a Mas 1875 
Monroe........., MM D A SOLD dU RU EDUPINE ERU 15.................... August 11, 1875 
Ouachita ..... cece Dan W. Jones .............. eren M Louie ers August 16, -1875 
Pulaski ......... .......-- J. W. Martin .......... skate RIN, Oh PEN EE July 7, 1875 
Prairie ............... sius OCC O ES co oeste aiiis: docu ete Augustll, 1875 
Pope MRNA ET J. P. BYGES ense edvaeetasedas 40-5: "vmm s... May 15, 1875 
Phillips .... eee CoA cOtey sets mettere Y ane een seve August 11, 1875 
PETTY oce tb Ie: M. J. Henderson ............... — 7. ouscinv A August 4, 1875 
Dil, astu J. D. MeCabe.... sse sere Assia done itosdiaasrass June 21, 1875 
Polk aout J, D. MeCabe................. essere 7 SITE Svei June 21, 1875 
Randolph ................. Re He OLI. MM TB EETA EE . 1875 
Scott ocn cores J. D. MoQabe...ineeeetecteseeeteitees CM i... June 21, 1875 
Saline ee poi ceri citta agere M, J. Henderson ..... .. ..... ........... 40......... eer August 4, 1875 
St. Franeis............... UU Oley tii epiac di | ere reer Augustll, 1875 
Sebastian ......... oorsese Jo Pe AV OTS a eeuevencscecec iia tebecas 91. west ves T sil May 15, 1875 
PS BSED esc uis eo ebe cesses J. L. Abernathy............... eee etn ri TR June 9, 1875 
S TOTNM D. W.J D —XXM——— € DO Hle dbz estas August10, 1875 
"Van Buren............... J. W. Martin ............ REN 40 ,...setueccscscceeseesseaeed ULY 9, 1875 
Washington.............. Ba ob CEL adsolet dés OS oret mede) June 14, 1875 
White uuo chicas C A OURS case PUE ede ni roa Vy ES Augustll, 1875 
Woodruf............. .... C bs Ote eoe eed ET Ch prep .Augustll, 1875 
Velleius — Jd. P. BY CUS assists sceedcccsceiceeteetnitdus sor eae Petes May 15, 1875 


Also, the receipts of ‘clerks and collectors for books, 


papers and evidences of debt, belongiug to the common. 
school fund, A. D. March 22, 1881: — . | 


| COUNTIES. NAMES OF OFFICERS. TITLE. DATE or RECEIPTS. 
Arkansas............ ecc M. -M6oBIFOV. asa proc ei trata Clerk, esee: May 10, 1882 
Baxter nen reni A. G. BYE dseiteenatis risicres Sheriff .............. June 11, 1881 
Benton «idvesackdestecs J. H. MeClinton.....................-. ,..Colleetor ................... May 18, 1881: 
Boone .................. uda Te Atkinson TR PERRO Sheriff Jensen June 3, 1881 
Bradley .................... C. C. Ganaway ................ ende. Collector ..... ...... ...... June 6, 1881 
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Counties. © ^  NaxES OP OFFICERS. TITLE. -DATE or RzokrPIS, 
Craighead. esssssecessseed 260b SM ArPovvesiseseseeeiessoenenrerem Clerk sssensceevesineasecerent) UDO 6, 1881 
Carroll ...................:8. C. Freeman... eese essere es Jine 21, 1881: 
Clark eec We We Bestd.Leccetatione ic Oletit c cess ADrITOS, 1881 
Columbia ....... pee Dixon......... erect Olerk. sss November 9, 1881 
Calhoun . ...... ......... Wiley I. Bunn................ s Clerks. August 3, 1881 
Conway . sss FS Je Will... ceseececsrenstereeteses OLOP Ku cscscsssessssoecsnnees May 16, 1881 
Clay 45. eerte rtr EH Crenshaw.... eee: PEN UD. NER ....July 26, 1881. 
Clogs esce iesesosd x M. ERRNO EREE e Clerk... esses August18, 1881 
Crittenden ...............À. A. Ferguson............ CN e eerte cessa May 6, 1881, 
Crawford ..................D. €. Southmayd......................... Clerks May 7, 1881 
Drew ............8. F. Hyatt... Clerk... May IL, 1881 
Dorsey ... ......H. We Rogers... Collector ene cS 14, 1881 
Franklin .. ...............J. O. Alston............ settee err S» Clerk........... .............May 4, 1881 
Faulkner..................9. V. Mitehell................. seus Clerks esee esee, 1881 
Fulton .................... D. P. Tunstall.......... eeeeeeeescessees HOLL fhe. sessesceessseccencee May 14, 1881 
Grantor. 6c tun Dis De BeaSB sterio c d edvdd om ERR e eeetogeeeesessss nd n6 2, 1881 
Greene ................ Grade R. Willeockson ES EE TE Sheriff. enm nene s "Jünel8, 1881 
Hempstead. remo PE. CR Tir AREE ...Olerk.....,........ November 1, 1881 
Howard .................... A. S. Hutehinson................. 2... Sheriff.......... rees... May 25, 1881 
Hot Spring.............. Je Wee Keith sàcotecvoun EES Cler c TUE: 1882 
Independence. ........M. A. Wyeough.... ... en odcochiottOlerle as mM 22, 1881 
Jefferson ..,...............Areh Niven.......... EEEE EBEN testo Scu MAT ds 1881 
Johnson......... ses d. M. Thompson... Clerk ponceas ees May 11, 1881 
Donulezs phases William Goodrum............ Clerk. iesus s May. 8, 1881 
Lawrence ............J. Py Coffin... 0 C «April 20, 1881 
"Logan eseese El. G. Sadlopccaic ace cue, Clerk... sss May 9, 1881 
Lee ..cscesscessseescsoncceneee T. Os Merwin.. isses Ülerk. esee ee May, 1881. ^ 
Lincoln n ............ T. A. Ingram. Clerks sss May 9,1881 
Mississippi ...............B. H. Baechus.............................Clerk..;...........September 18, 1881 
Marion .....................H. F. Cantrell.............................. Cler ies civis vezecvs „May 1, 1881 
Madison cuo sce WV As age ueniren C LOE Io opiaat 1801 
Miller ....................... William R. Kelly........... E ia eto vebduasd bad d aeree May 7, 1881 | 
Montgomery ............H. S. Goodner............. .. esee Bleriff...iuueessss' May 24, 1881 
Newton ........... essre DAM We Davis...................... Clerk. lusus. May 6, 1881 
Nevada ....,............... George Christopher .......... mE Clerk.......... NUR PE OSL 
Ouachita ..................W. Ke Ramsey................ e Olerk. esas May 10, 1881 
POET oiiire We Do He CLO REY ianei aeaa lerk cesset MOY 13, 1881 
Phillips .................... Arthur Thompson ....................... Clerk....................... April 27, 1881 
Prairie .....................C. B. Mills........... TO EEE 
Pike seess sees We B. Thomasson... etm C May 4, 1881 
POPS sisvsocessavseisssassacles Be HORIS eere sanssseeeeneeClerk.. ener" April 26, 1881 
Pulaski .......... -«« Wa N. Parish... e Clerk... August 25, 1881 
Poinsett.. .................. We G. Godbey....... ....... eiii Clerk..................May 13, 1881 
Randolph. ...............J. Sehoonover............. sesssetorsseOlOT Ku tesessseseeseenseeeee May 10, 1881 
aenneren John E, Shoemaker ........ cess Olerk......cseseeee March 27, 1881 
Sebastian ................9. B. Forister dob sdcesarvecseese LOPE cosccsessevsvanecsaeee DILL 20, 1891 
St. Franeis...............James M. Stewart...................... Clerk... suus May 3, 1881 
Stone. .........-.seseserseeee C, Beckham aara ar ran e DMOTUL simi MAy 4, 188k 
Sharp neose usso cs D URB W. Wasson.......- cernens ClerE, Leere s JUNE 24, 1881 
"wr A taen Jo Co Gilbresth.......eeeeeereee sesse Olerk........s November 21, 1881 
Searey ...... eee Ne Je MCBride....,sscccccssssecesoeee se Sheriff. ess May 27, 1881 
Sevier ................J06 H. Denson................ nM M evesssdune 7, 1881: 
Union wees» C. Whi e Oe 1881 
Van Buren...............W. M. Peel... eee Clerks May ll; 1881 
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COUNTIES. NAMES OF OFFICERS." TirLE. : Dare or RECEIPTS,. ` 
. Woodruff...... sees W, P. Campbell... sese Clerk............. ^os Mayal8, 1889, - 
Washington .............. o — Clerk eee ^s July 29, 1881 
White «etri Es Cp JONES eco cereus Clerk............... seee May 13, 1881 
T X elE E eio D D BPESN c deis dts Sheriff sse April 5, 1881. 
E fe zen $ 
" - We find in the treasury of the State a summary of notes 


given for the purchase of seminary and saline lands, dating 
from 1846 to 1874: 


For seminary lands ¥ $21,080 55. 


Por saline and € 6o essei icobanctund Lis eb een take Dementor hd A Eie 18,883 36 
| 
| 


‘The interest of the State in the lands sold prior to the act 

zm ' of 1881, and notes taken for the purchase money, has been . 
mueh neglected. From the best information it is sup- 
A posed the amount of these notes is nearly $100,000. By 
l an act approved January 26, 1875, suits to force the col- 

lection of these notes was taken from the jurisdiction of - 

z the Pulaski County Chancery Court, and given to chan- 
cery courts of the various counties wherein the lands 
involved are located; such suits to be brought by the Pros- 
ecuting Attorneys, to whom these notes were delivered. 
Little or nothing has been done to enforce payment, or 

declare the lands forfeited, by reason of non-payment of © 
phage saaued interest. The Prosecuting Attorneys in many 
instances returned the claims to the Commissioner of State 

Lands, and. were again by him sent to their successors. ' 
The time of Prosecuting Attorneys being principally occu- 
pied in criminal suits, they have but littletime to devote 
to these civil cases. While many of these claims are 
doubtless worthless, yet some of them might be collected, 
or the lands again sold, if some one was employed in each 
county to give special attention to their collection. Your 
attention is also called to the act of January, 1875, in rela- 
tion to the transfer of suits from the Pulaski Chancery 
Court to the circuit courts of the several counties in which 
the lands involved are located. The act requires the Clerk 
of the Pulaski Chancery Court to make full and complete 


> transcript, on application of the defendant. The defendant | 
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being in possession, is not dnd to make the application, 

as his possession. might thereby be disturbed. 4 
Your attention is also called to the law in reference to 

the disposition of notes, papers, evidences of debt and 


r 


funds accruing from the sale of school lands and money . 


collected on account of notes and interest, due on sales of 
these lands, made prior to the act of 1881. Since tlie acts 
of 1881 and 1883 provides for the disposition.of notes, 
papers, and funds accruing from the sale of lands after its 
. passage, it should be so amended as to require all notes 
and evidenee of debt, and money arising from the sale of 
school lands, made prior to March 22 , 1881, which were in 
the hands of Prosecuting Attorneys, Clerks and Collec- 
tors at that date and subsequently, to be deposited with the 
County Treasurer, and placed to the crédit of their respec- 
tive townships. The County Treasurer should be required 
to report to the County Court all notes on which there has 
been a failure to pay interest and principal, and the court 
should have power to employ some one to bring suit and 
enforce payment, or have the lands forfeited for non-pay- 
ment of purchase money, and again sold. The law regu- 
lating the loaning of money from the sale of sixteenth sec- 
tions should.be changed. The present conditions are so 
exacting that no one wañts to borrow, consequently the funds 
lie in the county treasury and are worthless, as the inter- 
est only can ‘be used. l : 


UEEABODY EDUCATIONAL FUND.” 


The. Peabody appropriations for Arkansas for 1888. and 
1884 were as follows: 


In 1883, for Institutes and sehools.............. Lese eade ee eeeen enano oetata ndn $2,800 00 — 
Applied as follows: z a" 
Prescott BOM OGL canine ca decre PERI o REDE RO EOM S decas $ 400 00 
Lonokeselool o ca dato sosta bil oxi nore duree tet utes ede ordo esed EOS 200 00 
FRI NN MM P 200 00 
Marianna curii Ci red SEE e DER sre SPNUWEE ORTUS pet 200 00 
HOD SDP UM Sys eratis mant disn Dese non at EE 300 00 
Pine Bhilfi coe dee er ecd m REPRE x. 8000 
For Institutes............. esee A TAE E E atus AS 2 1,300 00 ! 
Y “$2,650 00 
Balance on Hilde ra soap eint tein bate te edat t — $ 315009 
" i ' ^ 
* ° is * 
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In 1884, appropriations for Institutes.................... PA pore MR M ME NE $ 20 Of 
By amount paid Institutes................ eee tn cos pan PITE MONT $1,482 96 — 


Leaving a balance of $667.10, which will be added to the appropriations for lis. 


—- 


p 


There seems to be an idea in the ninde of some that the 
State Superintendent can dispose of this appropriation as 
he wishes. This. is a mistake. The general agent says 
how the amount shall be expended, and the Superin- 
tendent is simply an agent. In 1883 the amount was 
given for Institutes and schools. In 1884 the entire 
amount was given to Institutes. 

In addition to the above appropriations the Géneral 
Agent of the Peabody Board of Trustees gives to the State 
eight Peabody scholarships in the State Normal College 
at Nashville, Tennessee. The scholarships are awarded by 
the State Superintendent on competitive examination. 
The successful student who receives the appointment. is 
allowed the sum of two hundred dollars per annum for 


expenses. Students failing to complete the course of: 


study prescribed, or to teach after graduating, are required. 
to refund the amount of money they have received from 


the Peabody Educational Fund to: the President of the 
College. 

Requirements for Obtaining and Holding Peabody Scholarships, 
at the Normal College, at Nashville, Tennessee. 


1. The applicant for a scholarship must: be at least 
seventeen years of age, present to the President of the 
College a certificate of irreproachable moral character, 
gentlemanly or lady-like habits, preswmed good health, de- 
clare his intention to make teaching a profession, must 
give a pledge to remain at the College two years, if the 
scholarship is continued so long, promise to submit cheer- 
fully to all its requirements, in study, discipline, etc., and 
to teach in the public schools of his or her own ae at 
least two years, if there is opportunity. 

2. The applicant must obtain from the State Supers 


i 


$ 


tendent of Public Instruction for his State, a. dertificate: 


that he has passed a satisfactory examination béfore said | 
Superintendent, or other competent person duly: author- 
ized, in the studies required for admission to the second. or 
«middle class” at the College, viz.: In Spelling, Reading, 
Penmanship, Grammar.and Analysis, Rhetoric, Geography, 
Civil ‘and Physical, Arithmetic, Algebra, -Book-keeping, - 
Physiology, United States History, Elements of Geology." 
No particular text-books are prescribed for this examina: 
tion. "The candidate should give evidence of such knowl- 
edge of the above brancheg as would justify omitting,their 


further study. Students will: also be examined at the 


College with reference to their classification, etc. 

. 8. State Superintendents and other examiners are res- 
pectfully urged to make the required examination thorough 
and complete, and thus save the candidate from possible 
rejection, when he offers himself for acceptance at the 
College. Examiners should consider themselves responsi-. 
ble for the persons they recommend. Persons, who fail so: 
far in passing the entrance examination at the College, 
that they eannot make up easily and in reasonably short 
time all deficiencies, will be rejected. 


4. Gentlemen or ladies thus admitted, who sonnets: 


the prescribed course of study and training satisfactorily, 
graduate regularly, and receive from the proper authorities 
a diploma, admitting to the decree of “LIGENTIATE OF IN- 
struction.” (“L, I”) E 

5. Persons desiring to enter the senior “lass will be 
examined at the College upon the studies of the middle. 
class, in addition to those prescribed above. Such students 


— 


will not graduate with the senior class, but will Pus stil 


more advanced studies another year; and, 
attainments, ‘etc., justify, will be admitted at the close of 


their course to the usual College or University degree of 
BacugLoR or Arts (B. A). None, however, Sea regular , 


graduates will be admitted to this class. 
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6. The Peabody Scholarship-money will not be | „paid 

until the student has been a member of the ‘College’. one 
month, at which time, and at the close of each succeeding 
month, $25 will be paid to an amount not exceeding $200 
for the year; no payment will be made for the frac- 
tion of a month. It is expected that this money will, be 
appropriated by the student to the payment of board and 
other College expenses first of all; and no certificate or 
diploma will be granted to any student known to be in 
arrears in these respects. _ 
7. ‘These scholarships will, ih no case, be continued to 
students whose rank or standing is low, whose. general 
demeanor is objectionable, who do not give promise of 
usefulness as teachers, or whose health or other circum- 
stances prevent constant attendance on or performance Dt 
College duties. mE 

8. A full report of each student’s class-standing deport- 
ment, presumed ability to teach, ete., etc., is sent every 


term to the State Superintendent to be filed in his- d 


for further reference. 

9. Students failing to complete their course of study 
according to the conditions prescribed, or to teach after 
gráduating, are required to refund the amount of money they 
have received from the *Peabody Educational Fund," to 
thé President of the College. 
| 10. ExrEwsEs.—Gentlemen usually pay from $15 to $18 
a month for board in approved boarding-houses or private 


families. Ladies pay in best private families, $18 to $20 a P 


month. Six dollars a year is paid for the use of such 
books, etc., as are furnished by the College, and for: L 
portion of the incidental expenses. 

The annual session opens on the first Wednesday in 


October, and eloses with the annual commencement on 


-the last Wednesday in May.: There is no vacation during 


the session, except the Christmas holidays. 
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- Q7 Seholaiship students will not be ET after the 


opening of the session, except in-extraordinary cases. 
EET EBEN S. STEARNS, 
E ou | Pyesidént,: Ete. 
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i 
-- PEABODY FUND. | 


For the information of school officers, and the people 
generally, I deem it proper to call attention to the following 


circulars, issued by the General Agent of the Peabody 
Education Fund: 


l 


Circular of the General Agent gni the Peabody Education, Fund. 


As applications for aid are numerous, and misapprehen- 
sion exists in regard to the distribution of the-income of 
the Fund, the following explanations are published : 

I. The Peabody Educational Fund is not distributed 


among the States according to population, nor in propor- — 


tion to the comparative destitution of ‘any community. 
The Trustees, in their “absolute discretion," withhold 
funds when they would not promote the general purpose, 
and bestow liberally when they would be productive of 
beneficial results... l "T | 

IL The greater part of the income will be hereafter 
used in the education of teachers for publie schools, Aid 
will be given to Normal Schools, established, supported 
and controlled by a State, if they are of a high order.. Nor- 
mal Schools, where the art of teaching is the prominent 


branch of instruction, will be preferred to normal depart- ` 


° 5 a € 
ments in academies and colleges. ^ 


III. The Trustees give to the States scholarships in the 


Normal College at Nashville. Teachers’ Institutes, con- 


ducted by trained experts, are also aided; but the. instruc- | 


tion must be practical, adapted to public school Teachers, 
and continued for some weeks. . . 


IV. Only publie schools carried on uuder State auspices 
will be aided. d 
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mét by the Trustees. A small part of the current expenses 
is contributed to encourage and stimulate the people to 
self-exertion in the cause of free, popular education. The. 
amount of aid given to schools will be determined partly ” 
by the amount of money raised by State tax, local tax, or 
the voluntary contribution of the people. 

VI. As all publie schools cannot be aided, a few will 
be selected at radiating centres, to illustrate by their 
example the best methods of teaching, and to exert a 
healthful influence in favor of "free schools for the whole 
people." 
VII. The schools selected shall have at least one hun- 


dred pupils; shall be properly graded, with a teacher for 


every fifty pupils; shall continue in session ten months in 
the year; and have an average attendance of not less than." 
eighty-five per cent. of the enrolled pupils. . 
VIII. Applications for aid must be made before or 
near the beginning of the school year, and have the approval’ 


of the local school officers and the State Superintendent. 


IX. The Trustees assume no control whatever over the 
schools receiving Peabody aid, leaving all questions of 
selection of teachers, discipline, ete., to the State or local 
authorities establishing and chiefly maintaining the schools. 

X. Seeking the improvement of State systems of public 
education, the Trustees will act in co-operation with the 
State educational authorities. . 


school authorities, the Trustees must have the liberty of 
performing the duties of the trust according to the known 


| will and express language of the donor of the Education 


Fund. 
J. L. M. Curry, General E 
Richmond, Va., July, 1881. 


V. The entire cost of maintaining schools is in no case 


XI. Disclaiming all purpose of interference with State * 
legislation, or the administration of school laws, or the | 
‘action of State Boards and Superintendents, and municipal 
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PEABODY MEDALS. . | S ; 

The Trustees of the Peabody Education Fund, oks mN E 
to the withdrawal of al] direct aid to public schools, Wish. eh 
me to keep upa pleasant connection with ‘them, bya = m 
liberal distribution of the Peabody Medals as prizes for EP OU. 
special excellence, to be given to High Schools, or other  - 7 
schools of a high grade. These medals are not to be given, . ^ — '* 
as a matter of course, but only when there is evidence of 2 um 
distinguished excellence. TF t 
Relying upon your ready co-operation, unvaryingly . E 
given heretofore, I will place at your disposal,-for the l 1 
public schools of Arkansas, twenty bronze medals. I res-~ E 
peetfully request that arrangements be made with princi- . x 
pals of schools, or other school officers, for the examina- ^ NE ee 
tion of the pupils and the distribution of the medals. |f E^ 
Allow me to suggest that the committees . of examination T" umo 
and award be chosen with care, and that the necessary , ` x 
steps be taken to make the medal.an object of honorable ET 
ambition, so as to stimulate diligent application, superior - B i 
scholarship, and probable usefulness. BEEF T 
J. L. M. Curry, General Agent. — ^ E 3 

CONCLUSION. | 2 
This report is sent out with many misgivings as to the Ta 
success of its mission. Itis not what I desired it-to be, 2 o 
but the best I could do with the imperfect data at my ~ à 
command., The interest in free schools is increasing, as 1 
will be seen by an examination of the general summaries . - 03 
and statistical tables. We have a glorious State, and only po wd d 
need more brain power and muscle to develop its untold -~ 
resources. This can not be done more effectually than by " 
maintaining a system of public schools “free to all.” In E: 
my official intercourse with - the people I have been toa 
impressed with the earnest desire of all for the cause of L^ 
popular education and. improvement in our school system. m 1 
e l | ` 
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Before I conclude I wish to return my sincere thanks to 
the State officers;-. county examiners, school directors, 
teachers, the press, and the many kind friends who, have 
rendered me valuable assistance and hearty co-operation in 
endeavors to advance the common school interests of the 


State. 


Respectfully submitted, l | , 
WoopviLLE E.. THOMPSON, 


| ' State Superintendent. 
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fes R. B. ‘SAWYER, County ‘Treasurer, 


P 
rA D = * 
t 
E > 
LÀ 
x 
5 
/ 7 2 
* ^ 
» 
* 
e 
^ 
Ww 
= D 
t 
E 
L kd Ld 
E i 
pes * E 
; 
* ~ ae 
MI & 
Kd ^ 
Reg ks = i E 3 : : m 
PEL T & 7 s S £ 4 * ue 
4 z s xs A 4 D. + $2 Pope q. ALL un * A P cede utn > MB pS t 


. i as d z $ ` "d » , r^ ra^ s AY T 2 i P fa b CO 
, E m ` . P Dp ^w PEE 
M , ; i ~ R4 - ` 7 J 5 7 - PTS 
" I ZZ . m 
—37— - ori 
7 E 
y l7 
- ES 
. ` - 4 
- n. 
. 4 
is. 
is 
- 7 $ 
E * 
P3 
* " 
1 
SNYDER, ASHLEY Co., ARK., September 22, 1884. a 
Hon. STATE SUPERINTENDENT, Little Rock, Ark.: | va 
P 
Dear Sin: Having seen the workings of the free school = 
system for the past two years, and its drawbacks, I-feel it. 2 
my duty (at this the close of my term of County Exam- ` S 
iner) to urge it upon you to have the workings of the sys- 5 
tem changed by the next Legislature, so as to have it E. 
2 
more efficient. Probably, if the Directors and Examiners 5 
were better educated to their duty, the present, would be SU 
well enough; but, unfortunately, they are not; and me- VÀ 
Ld . *. r4 +. d 
thinks if you would have but one Direetor to the district S 
and a County Superintendent, paying them for their. ^ 
services, everything would move off better. Have more op 
authority and responsibility on the county officer. -Asitis, 7” SUE 
5 : 4 
the majority of examiners care for nothing beyondtheir fees. x id 
You are well aware of this, and I need say no more. , 
Respectfull y yours, E 1 
T RA BETHUNE, A 
County Examiner. - m 
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W. D, HENDERSON, County Examiner. 
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TREASURER'S REPORT. 


Amount on hand July 1, 1883.......... 
From common school fund........................ ....... Pith d datoseee dunes Die ques le dead 
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Poll tax... ue OETA suu c—Ó 
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| Total oos CoD Moni adu ecu TES eeeeeeseessns $3,809 09 
Amount expended... "T secsseccesceeseebhg 711 42 
Balance on hand Jane: 30, 1884 . eT Ie E $2,097 67 
| J. S. HOWARD, County Treasurer. 
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" D. H. HAMMONS, County Examiner. 
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Balance on hand June 30, 1884...................... dota essi eias EEEN eee, 15,496 52 
T. H. WOOD, County Treasurer. 
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Summary of County Examiner's and Treasurer's Reports, 1884. 
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Number of teachers employed......................4....... D————AAAA———S E 
D. W. EDWARDS, County Examiner. 
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Amount on hand July 1, 1883........... sse tenemos, 04,124 OF 
From common school fund............ esses ete enne 290089 GL 
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Amount expended........... .... EEEE PIRE rhe mosses e ccessecccscesees $8,360 90 
Balance on hand June 30, 1884....................... sess eeeeseesessscssetensesesseeessso, Hg GOO OO 
à H. W. COFFMAN, County Treasurer. 
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Amount on hand July 1, 1883.......... ........ 
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Amount expended.................. Wer NN — eres ere EEEE , 50,140 53 
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Amount on hand July 1, 1883............ 
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Poll tax........ ..... 


L 
Other SOUT COS oL ON chs cd dexues Loo Oba E VEN ETE UE TR ERER OUS ad "LE vari 


i 


Total *9990994609994920990999999009€699926099090420*422* LEZERS **9*925*525009999999090909000609*97090*99*09*905029009€99*9999*0* eeoeeoosee $9,575 82 


Amount expended..... ""— fi Satu 


‘Balance on hand June 30, IBSE oen» $»*«160900900900990€€009000090000900297* *€699906990090«e00929020990507220 


~ 


| 
CALHQUN COUNTY. 


Summary of County Examiner’s and Treasurer's Reports, 1884. . 


TREASURER' S REPORT. 


l 
976 00 - 
*e6425009600990008900495090009909099009 49990990900 09909098 *6960605009009*90099*90959090000996000999600900092099€6 


Sg t 7 Wo Ces i Mis IA a 
or $ - TO C E NL LL EE C. 
E PE , ^ fo £ aoa PS PL £7 s= RV 
A - i M P4 X a Y h i 
t % ] &oa ] H a “+ z ‘ RR. 
PEN à 7t ^ * £ k * 
u 4 0o en Š > r x A 
~ " - 4 
—— 4 > [ £ *, pM d ra art . 5 j r Ted " 
= fer ae UR at 
+ * - ^" 
Po B ru + . VI . (t 
T » £ ¥ 
‘ i E ^ 2 
a 
- 
kd Ld T 
==69 = n S 
e £ r 2 ^ E 
vá tee Q9 
i * 
à 
"S * è 
' Marca + - 
^ * 
~~ i 


I 


1 
i 
f 


eet9o9o09000909099909 $09«099900009 990989 5*02*000090900900909c94 Pooenerten — 26 » 


i 


! R. G. HARPER, County Examiner. 
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Amount on hand July 1, 1883 ——— 
From common school fund.................. eee ideis denne 969 62 
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a 45, 64 _ © 
: BERRYVILLE, ARE., Sorar 27, 1884. 4 
Hox. W. E. TuoMPsox, Superintendent of. Public Instruction, 
Little Rock, Ark: 
-. Dear Sir: Inclosed herewith I send my annual. or | 
for the year endiug June 30, 1884. 
The reports from Directors were not received in time for 
me to prepare my report earlier. Several Directors have | 
failed entirely to make their annual reports, and very few 
‘of those received are full and correct. " 

My financial report is as complete as I could make from 
information obtained from County Treasurer, and other 
, sources. ' 

Very few Directors made intelligible financial reports, 
and most of them made none, except to give the amounts 
paid teachers. 

Our County Court did not apportion the kind of funds 

. separately; consequently T could only give the total 

amount received ; and that was ascertained by finding the 

amounts paid out, the sum lost through the defaulter, 

Wood, who was Treasurer last year. Wood claimed that. 

he was robbed, but he is charged with embezzlement, and 

: most people think him guilty. His bond was found to be 

defective, and, consequently, the schools of the county lose 
about $4,000 by his defaleation. 

I am quite sure that, owing to the failure of Directors to 
send me correct and full information, my report does not 
give the correct number and condition of the school 
houses in the county. This I regret. The truth is, I do 
not believe we can get full statistics under the present 
school law., We want a County Superintendent of Public 

Instruction, with a salary adequate to the work he should 
do, and a Trustee in each district, paid to do his work well. 
| Respectfully, 
Isaac A. CLARK, 
County Examiner. 


at 


| CHICOT COUNTY. 


e 


© 
I 
E 
"HERE 
E 
(te 


a 
^ 
v 


* 
OR 
"D 

€ * D 

CN 

gr RC 


E 
ix. 


« 


" 
, 
yid 
; 


7, 


fax 
1 
at 


y" 


Summary of County Examiner's and Treasurer's. Reports, 1884. 4 
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D. H. SPINGER, County Examiner. i 
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TREASURER'S REPORT.  - 


Amount on hand July 1, 1883......... esee e eere ee eae 1,999 62 


© eee ree covéetsteo9 be COE eee c*«egeenoon Av > o t 


Common school fund... .......... 
District tam... sese ee eR 
Poll tax... ....... ; 

Other SÜUPGOBA ao erepto ue c EO Ghee mete IURE wae T 


*eoveevóvte Soepeer seontee > 
tes esve 


OO newest cbovoaà ta « **aeva asss ceto 0tat o 


vas sos 


t 


Peer eee ee 


a nee ^. t on 


Ltt tbene kane 


"I 
E 


X 
tae 
SA ^ Te 


TP 


* 
AY 
= 
E 
i 
NETT 
bak 


, 


tx 


P 
x 
Agr on 


R, 
! 


a 


ek 


5 
D 
È 
tx 
* 


cQ Nem 3 


< 


1,508 80 
3,422 28 i ; 


E 
ve 


E 
ve 
PEE 


E: 
2 
P 


Total............. 
Amount expended, No report of expenditures. ~ 


ee twese oe on 


2.8 8,410 35 


asson cese toes oon severe 


eae 


Balance on hand June 30, 1884... ess lu esses s cele qe rasse cases sees eene 


R. M. GAINES, Treasurer. 
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LAKE VILLAGE, ARK., October 7, 1884. 


Hon. W. E. Tuomrson, Little Rock, Ark.: 
DEAR Str: Ican not make such a report as I would 
like owing to my not getting any reports from our school 

‘Directors. It is all that I can do to get them to send in 
the number of persons in their respective districts of 
school age. Itis not pleasant to forward you the meagre 
reports I herewith inclose, but it is the best I can do under — 
existing circumstances. ; Should you like to have addi- 

' tional information on matters pertaining’ to our schools, E 
will be glad to give it if I possibly can. Will there be 
any legislation touching our schools during the coming 
session of the Legislature? ' l 


Yours truly, 
: D. H. SPrNGER. 
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Summary of County Examiner's and Treasurer's Reports, 1884. 
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JOHN W. WILSON, County Examiner. IE 


TREASURERS REPORT. | s 
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Balance on hand June 30, 1884.......ccccceccssssesscscceeesecacsecs tenentes Deseos, $6,919 95. 


F. J. CARPENTER, County Treasurer. 
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CLAY COUNTY. 


Summary of County Examinersand Treasurer's Reports, 1884. 
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H. L. BURGESS and T. G. TAYLOR, County Examiners. 
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TREASURERS REPORT. 
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S. BLACKSHARE, County Treasurer. 


oe . s.. > 


| E 
] 
1 
I 
+ - 
tA 
] 
] 
E * 
e 
< 
i < 
a 
- 
j £ 
1 
rs a 
* 
4 
rt -t 
t 7 E 
- * 
i t 
E P 
; - id * w 
H E > = et Xr 
s d. z ? E À id 
* ' Pae g E V = i ^ je gh) mg 
" To > s ve, 
" - + * ms x t et 
" a oe » ad we et AL ID 2 S o. v a “phew T hi aa te 


t 


a 


t 
E AU ER. 
poe F x 


n 


PE 


CLEBURNE COUNTY. - 


E 
E 
L 


r 


Summary of. County Examiner's and Treasurer’s Reports, 1884. 
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JAMES J. SPINKS, County Examiner. 
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Amount expended... oii rette oou en etn E nip Uu del dede EA TT” 
Balance on hand June 30, 1881..................... eese. 2,096 00 
i T, J. MAJORS, County Treasurer. 
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Summary of County Examiner’s and Treasurer’s Reports, 1884. 
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R. L. EMERSON, County Examiner. 
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TREASURER’S REPORT. 


Y 
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. T. T. SMITH, County Treasurer. 
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Summary of County Examiner's and. Treasurer's Reports, 1884: 
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W. H. GREEN, County Examiner. 
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Balance on hand June i 1894. oi E E A EEEE AOE y ja 1S 
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CRAIGHEAD COUNTY. 


~ Summary of County Examiner’s and Treasurer's Reports, 1884. 
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~~, | Number of teachers employed................... es sececeen scocstecscesersenccsteccecsscsscsrcsccsseee TO 
D. L. THOMPSON, County Examiner. 


TREASURER’S REPORT. 


' | Amount on hand July 1, 1883......... ......... see eese a A UE uad OE 
eF rom common school fund.................. eese nee nnne s 1,422 98 
District tax ............. cee ETE RA capui oes Si aee UU ninrin 1311298 
Poll taz denied Ares Pre: E E E AE E EEE OE .. 1,104 36 
Other SOUrCes.... o Lo p Gea IR S I URN NEAR xian sossecseee — ——— RMEEÓ Us 


Total ota peapchueted suspects ea rer aT OE 
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Balance on hand June 30, 1884............ccssssssssersnsesecrscserscesseesesscescsecnecssestossescsssce $ 42T 27 

: i W. T. LITTLE, County Treasurer. 
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Summary of County Examiner's and Treasurer's Reports, 1884. 
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Number of districts reporting enrollment.... ....... OUT oer? UN USES, . B 
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R. F. CRITTENDEN, County Examiner. 
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Amount on hand July 1, 1883............... cen UTR EEA E —— 
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Total...........-..... CEU TE 


Amount expended. .. ........... enni E EEEE DAON . $8, 846 03 
Balance on hand June 30, 1884...... ....... VOTER RSEN: REPRE: Siw S1722 70 > (OS 
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WITTSBURG, ARK., October 11, 1884. 
Hon. W. E. Tuompson, State Superintendent Publi In- 
struction, Little Rock, Ark.: — | 
Dear Str: I inclose the best I ean do for the annual 
report. There is nothing in it worthy of consideration, - 
except the enumeration of persons between six and twenty- 
one, The rest of the report, if considered as-true, would 
do us great injustice, as our schools improve steadily, while 
Directors' reports each year become more imperfect. 
- We have had about twenty schools this year, of from 
three to five months each, and they have been well attended. 
Full reports can not be had from Directors. | 
Very truly yours, ' 
f |. N. W. Norton, || 
l l County Examiner, Cross County., 
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Summary of County Examiner's and. Treasurer's Reports, 1884. 
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Enumeration... 
Enrollment: nsus sta ir ERE Fel e a Ta UE RE voe ErA qe onda AUTE Lisa n ax ea rans, tania re og tok 


Number of districts. orn ee a etae bir ulio seras eder Xa eedem. "NE 
Number of districts reporting enrollment. se leen e Mee 26 
Number of teachers employed.....,....... eee cases co cess eren demens 0 2 
M. M. DUFFIE, County Examiner. 
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Amount on hand July 1, 1883....... ss sss cece e a eene rene en enmeeteeeeeeeneess POAT 17 
From common school fund...... DECEM otal ETA : 1.476 29 
District tax... .. esse ce cesses oe | 1,299 86 
1,165 65 
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(DOUG ton E E AE ice m da eran cds otio cce. go OU 
Amount expended.. o. oesssrssssos so o aare seen ROTTE. sececesssecencees n cee $3,887 53^ 
Balance on hand June 30, 1884... j $3,587 97 


LEWIS AMIS, County Treasurer. 
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Summary of County Examiner s and Treasurer's Reports, 1884. 


Enumeration......... .... ..... 
Enrollment .......... ........... foedo 
Number of districts... ...........eeessse sss D" He e eek. rU 
Number of districts reporting enrollment........ : 
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Number of teachers employed.. .......... ao nasere NOE TONER NT RARE VERMES AERE 22: 


J. S. ROSS, County Examiner. 
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TREASURERS REPORT. 
Amount on hand July 1, 1883....... ..... : 
From common school fund ....... ....... 


District tax . ............... ........ er e as enebi 
Poll tax. ...... eere ie UR 
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Amount expended... ne ses suus ud ss | 
Balance on hand June 30, 1884 ........... s. sss O EEEE $8,042 55 
. JOHN B. CHILES, County Treasurer. 
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Summary of County Examiner’s and Treasurer's Reports, 1884. 
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Number of districts reporting enrollment. ...............ccccccccecsenseeconcersersepecaceedeveceesses & 

Number of teachers emi ployed cix ia hes agen miei cibo b n nace tardus Q 
J. D. OVERTON, County Examiner. 


TREASURER’ S REPORT. 


Amount on hand July 1, 1883 .... .... A lw defeat tent Ses ihi .$ 880 65 
From common school fund... esses soree ceesssssseenessceeseses o seare iu 2,202 02 
IUE E UP SED RO EE RR UNS 
Poll tax... ... T(——————————— esere ser B3809 12 
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Other souree- ..... ....... ... n" ——2 eerte on ———————--————— - 
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Total... aver eee races *eevoscteqosaecta9o voedtoeveshveo vo RE ETE **** e499909€009902*9 ob 0099 ae 6,068 97 
Amount expended........ Vie a e a ed Gu dhs a a we» $6,068 97 > 


Balance on hand June 30, 1884... s sese eee ene —— 
: 3 STEPHEN JOHNSON, County Treasurer. 
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ToLEDO, ARK., September 23, 1884. 
Pror. W. E. Tuompson, Little Rock, Ark.: l 
Dear Sir: I send ‘herewith my report in the best pos- 
sible style from the reports made to me by the Directors. 
You will see some of the Directors did not send the num-: 


ber of males and females of their districts separate, hence 


the partial report. The reports of all the Directors were- 
deficient in some respect. If I hold the office of County 
Examiner any longer I will see that the Directors come’ 
nearer doing their duty. Our free school system is a good 
one, if rightly carried out, but under present management l 
it is very bad. I hope the peo! law will be strictly en- 
' forced hereafter. —— EE 
Yours, very respectfully, | 
J. D. OVERTON, 
County Examiner Dorsey County. 
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Summary of County Examiner's and Treasurer’s Reports, 1884. 
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Number of districts reporting enrollment................. esses Ape 26 : 


Number of teachers employed............sccccccen cocsscssssscccssetsscssesscsssscvesscateccsssuscssseee OO 
A. J. McQUISTON, County Examiner. 
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= Amount on hand July 1, 1883.......seccccssssccsssssscsescssssssnscssscsccestecsssssssssseesescesseeeees S7913 72 E 
From common school fund..........csscesssescece secesetesscsscsecssesssescesvececscsssecsecescsseevece 25309 31 | : A 
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Din acte e netta tait on E E E scs dT. 862/08 i 3 
Amount exponded...... oec eee elatis nes tiep Ties cR esie stus ua ue ie $12,658 EE " 3 
Balance on hand June 30, TBS. ———————— —— veo vee 57 ^ 


x Z. E. KERR, County Treasurer. " 
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Hon. W. E. THompson : 

Dear Sir: In reviewing the condition of the schools of 
the county for the two years just closed, we find some- 
thing encouraging. Opposition to free schools has almost. 
entirely ceased. . There is an increasing liberality toward 
maintaining schools for longer terms. A majority of the 
districts voted the five mill tax at the annual meeting in | 
May last. Six new districts have been formed, and in: — 
nearly all of them free schools have been taught. In some 
districts as many as three schools have been. taught for 
three months. Though we have,as yet, but few profes- 
sional teachers, yet we believe that most of our teachers of | 
publie schools are improving, not only in literary and 
moral qualifications, but in power to communicate. Good. 
high sehools in connection with the free schools are main- 
tained at Monticello, Prof. D. A. Gates, : principal; at 
Woodlawn, Prof. A. J. Garland, principal; at Rock. 
Spring, Prof. W. A.'Garner, principal; at Selma, Prof. 
John R. Jones, principal. Besides these there are quite a 
number of private neighborhood schools doing good work.’ 

j Yours, etc., B | 
: A. J. MeQursToN, 
Examiner Drew County. 
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Summary of County Examiner's and Treasurer's Reports, 1884. » 
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i FRANK KNOWLTON, County Examiner. . a 
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Summary of County Examiner's and Treasurer’s Reports, 1884. 
Enumeration........... .... : 
Enrollment. ............... Sod Sr Ms RU ER EEA 
Number of distristé sca: sd villedc ee a YA aa a ne Ave acre OLE 
Number of districts reporting enrollucnt: PE M GN olas dd er.. Jib 


Number of teachers employed .... .......... cue ce co sese nettement tenentes AEEA 63 
PAUL GRAHAM, (out) Zivaniner: 
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TREASURER’S REPORT. 


sau msesnue POV A L- OF 
From common school fund.................. serres em PERES tikek Lor went eseese 3503 98 
District i8 X. oot eere et ades To iisciiod oe ep Vous o Dove ia ern 9,418 79 
Poll I3Xu ect oko Ce riis fot covered edun Dac avete OR Lade vea sud n Ke ed EL Cd NN EUR pi QS 4,846 79 
Other SQUEG68. oec ese nieder ek de rane er DE Ru UR taser cesses, - ^U. OI 
Totals opa nitttu P — is E P AIR a 
Amount expended...................... eee entere nennneennenn innen denese $17,843 11 
Balance on hand June 80, 1884.............. eese eene ren seses o $8,871 73 
E C. 5. MoKINNEY, County Treasurer: 
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OZARK, ÅRK;, September 18, 1884. 
How. W. E. THOMPSON : 

The evil arising from subdividing a p settled 
country into numerous school districts is painfully exem- 
plified in the inelosed report. Out of the seventy-seven 
districts in. this county twenty-five had no- school n d 
the past year ; and this, too, without counting the five ne 
districts lately granted. By removals and transfers the 
scholastic population of some districts is reduced below 
the legal number. For this reason,-and by reason of the 
State apportionment being thus rendered equally small, as 
well as the district tax (if any)—the cheapest of low-grade 
teachers are hired to teach a short term of school for such 
district, about once in two or three years; and thus the 
very aim of public instruction is thwarted, and the great 
benefits to be derived therefrom rendered so inoperative 
that the bitterest enemy of the free school must feel highly 
gratified at the neutralizing result. d 

To the seventy-seven districts in this county there are two 
hundred and thirty-one school directors exempt from road 
working and jury service, which is the same as applying 
the machinery of a great ocean steamer to run a sardine- 
box on a mill-pond; and that, too, without any intelligent 


supervision ; for, until the law gives greater authority to a, 


county superintendent, the whole system of free- schools in 
this State is a mammoth hap-hazard—a gigantic PERHAPS! 

Under such a vicious system, the more school districts a 
county has the more lamentable is its-benighted condition; 
and the glaring, monstrous evils springing from these 
combined errors culminate into a colossal absurdity ! For 
. there are cases of new districts being framed, as it were, 
(like pietures) on two or three sides by the remains of an 
old district, as well as whole sections eut out entirely and 
included i in no school district whatever. 


Our next Legislature should not adjourn without apply- 
ing to these evils a drastic remedy. In forwarding my 
annual report I have the honor to subscribe myself your 
obedient servant. EUR GRAHAM, A. M., Co. Examiner. 
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FULTON COUNTY. 
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Summary of County Examiner’ sand Treasurer's Reports, 1884. 
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Enumeration ..... ..cccssccceccce cosscceeseescssssee soeescessssessssceece eene eeeeeteedesseseeeo cooeveceeseseesseses 2 DOO. 


BnrollMent.........c.cccevssccsarscocccsccavscteceveccnceseess + seccssstacesesessesosssesel 
Number of districts ............... eee o eet BAM 
Number of districts reporting enroll ment............. NENNEN 


Number of teachers employed......... .... ......... se vevscecscccecsesecoss core 
ROBERT W. 
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! TREASURERS REPORT. 


Amount on hand July 1, 1883.. 


Poll tax... ....cccccecescovessccccessescccscctncccccssececes seso ossesssvaseoereeeosepesoess 
Other sources ! | 
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Amount expended.............eeeeeeeeeeeeeee ene etn rote eene etes tese eosee esee spere sees AMO, JDA DO 
Balance on hand June 30, —«——————— 3,582 5 
: THOMAS M. CHESNUT, 
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M AXEY, County Examiner. ' 
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County Treasurer. 
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Summary of County Examiner’s and Treasurer’s Reports, 1884. 


Enameration........ e E oceevablbden shdehd ose reanshancsdvdavcus ont aen di Rub a Pese ite su tede pan 
Enrollment 55 cT Ret 
Number-of distrlétu cos ccicisss shedaadc biavavarWoseiaadveceevexsacio iesu tac um e diced LT 
Number of districts reporting enroll ment...............:cccsccscccccsescsscvscssesessseccersssccsssssense LS 


Number òf teach -ra employed............ccccsssssscccscccsesccccscsssvcesscesecasscscsassesccstsserecccesseee 4D 


W. H. BARRY, County Examiner.. 
es —— f 


[ 


* 


TREASURER'S REPORT. 
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Amount on hand July 1, 1883........... eese cococcccccccsecerscetecscstscsnvcesepossecsones Devesesvecvseeess 
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Summary of County Examiner's and Treasurer’s Reports, 1884. 


E ti 
numeration........ sesser ene waseso so eth teens eese Me cecctecccceescess sosccasacnes —— en 
Enrollment ....... ...... ... cs tasceeeses o s these hatdenso succes seen ttu MAR 


Number of districts reporting enrollment........ sec eseevestecconsesceccegessleas 
Number of teachers employed .. .....2.. cesses seresssssesoesesosesssesoa soose L. 


secese sescecseceeseecseel OUD Y 
—- 107 48 2E 
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. W. C. C. DOROUGH, County Examiner. : 


TREASURER'S REPORT. 


Amount on hand July 1, 1883............ eese need 


euet 778 68 


From common school fund...cccssscccssccccessoscsssscvcsccvessesscsscscsecsesersecessssssecssscovseeves 10225 80 
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bel 
District taX....scccccsseeeccscessccetseecees teen se dee te eme e hh) o e ede 


Poll tax...... Levees cscenececccesscovsccsccrarccecsss o seeesees se oo secccesesccecceeeeses ME 
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Other SOULCES cc... .ccsccsccssccoscscsccsseseccceccecccsesceccesseecerscdersscaeessceccsseessecscneesseseoneeesecees 


Total.... nanose se se serores netten oseo "— "T 


Deere 2T T9. 56 
eene 1,18 48 


144 25 


ee creen ^ 126,100 77 


Amount expended,............. eee ponose seccseose de cscceccncccscssccsvscssceccese DE019 44 


Balance on hand June 30, 1884... esee MEN ens S1521 33 
° DANIEL JOHNSON, County Treasurer. 
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SHERIDAN, GRANT County, ARKANSAS, 
> ' September 18, 1884. 
Woop E. THomrson, State Superintendent Public Tatuo : 
Deak Siz: I herewith send you my annual report. It 
is as complete as I could make it from the reports of the 
directors. 


= Very raspecutülly, 


! W. C. C. Donovenu, 

| ^. County Examiner of Grant County. 
li : . 
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GREENE COUNTY. . i 


Summary of County Examiners and — 1 Reports, 1884. 


t 
Enumeration .... ................... idle tuis arsi BEN ———— E 
Enrollment ................ EN PUNTO TU EN LR MOLDE 83. 
Number of distriets.....ie esses ese eee tee ues SCA MB 
Number of districts reporting enrollment. .......... ... uti — —XÀ PM ME 


Number of teachers employed. ............. ccs cssssssscesscvccessees ehem leen nepeesseaeeieenes crees OD 
T. B. KITCHENS, County Examiner. 


TREASURER'S REPORT. 
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Amount on hand July 1, 1883...... 0.0.0 0... sss. EA EERE EE MB 
From common school fund.......sesserscsesossesres s serco sesoses + oo seosessbseesessevesseesssaeeses 1,404 81 
District 03x, aiio cies oos €—€————————— eere ees 0,009 70 
Pola oes oisi axe Geste vd voc PUR cde Hades eae p eM EEE oa Goons: a dA A aee EY. OD. 


Other SONT COS etes kis iuvit etae aded riter Rp uve E EER ETE Pie ete —— dessus sess eee oda 


Total c sien y eve DOPO PNE RT ORT shpat teri ires resa aae D 299 UD 
Amount expended..... ...... REINO ONERE EE ALES: 
Bal.nee on hand June 30, 1884............... esee eee seess ET UT ....12,155 48 
7 RICHARD JACKSON, County Treasurer. 
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GAINESVILLE, ARK., September 20, 1884. 
To the State Sumerhuendent l i 

Sır: I transmit herewith my annual report, though not 
as complete-in many respects as I had hoped to make it, 
but the best I can do from the data given in the reports 
to me. 

Directors in many of the districts seem to entertain an 
idea that about all they have to report is their enumera- 
tion list. Yet, Iam glad to say that the cause of educa- 
tion in this county is improving. Directors are striving 
more to know aud do their duties, The people are also 
becoming-awakened to -the responsibility that rests on 
them, and are co-operating more than heretofore in this 
work. Eight districts had no publie schools the past year. 
Scarcely any district will have less than three months some 
part of the present scholastic year. Directors in several 
districts have already contracted with teachers’ for from 
five to eight months, as the increase in the school revenue 
has enabled them to do. 

There is ‘still great room for improvement. We need 
more teachers in this county that strive to keep abreast.in 
the progress of their profession. df we could get them 
I think our directors would pay better: wages. Salaries 
here have been too low for first- elass. educators. . >~ 

New school districts are being organized for the conve- 
nience of patrons. Five have been created the past year, 
and all except one voted a special tax. Last year twenty- 
six districts voted the special tax. This year thirty-two 
have voted a special tax, and in nearly all of them the full 
limit, five mills. ] 

Yours, very truly, 
| T. B. KrrouxNs, County Examiner. 
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Summary of County Examiner's and. Treasurer’s Reports, 1884. 
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Poro llmen t «5 za reisen aE aeuo aei tis Pis AEAEE e A nS 
Number of districts ....... eese cee ce etm ' 54 


COOH Se 90*999960900900090000909009400999009000900090900 


Number of districts reporting enrollment. ——————À— radian 33, 
Number of teachers employed... .. .. ......... 
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A. C. DELONY; County Examiner. 


TREASURER’S REPORT. 
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Amount on hand July 1, 1883 ....... .. sese cessessssscceesecessseeeeeescees Cossvesseses coool 845 99 


Fsom common school fund ........... ..... NUN T E ORDER E ENA ense, 39704 81 
District ta cosueke e paria ese COUR AB SERO CIS Er VU ERR OX ears g e See e hel usbev tvi vis etucót GONE DO 
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Amount expended ..... ——————————ÓÁ— C P1130497 98 
Balance on hand June 30, T884. RTT m Ia 


R. B, ETTER, County Treasurer. 
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Summary of County Examiners and Ti reasurer’s Reports, 1884. ` 


Enumeratio oos e inr eres eati OR beat Ea EAEE theataeosusneccsseecelapesiaasenenaerae AO 


| Enrollment ——————' P — — ces 1,670 

! Number of districts.. ice eth ond eh eat ener etkas iaa e Aieec ets ePM ipm ves RP eder 49 

. Number of districts reporting enrollment..........eeeseeeeeeeeeeeeereer reete hen Hee 2B 
Number of teachers employed...........eeeeeeeeeert reete rer eee ae BB 


. W. D. LEIPER, County Examiner. 
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TREASURER'S REPORT. 
Amount on hand July 1, 1883................ essen enne eene 2,499 52 
From eommon school fund... eee sossrersseeessreeeeseeseseee 1,614 20 
mun Ecos p HET NUS 
1,522 52 
24221 . 
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Total <.. $9,676 54. @ 
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Amount expelled. oo vp ctr cv ant sa atesat seisi seoanei Uwe SIN 49 
Balance on hand June 30, 1884........., e eeeeeeeee eere ent then sesseserecssacesevseceeneeseeiee 29298 76 


L. B. McMILLON, County Treasurer. 
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| MALVERN, ARKANSAS, September 19, 1884. 
Dear Str: My report for 1888-4 was mailed on the 
seventeenth instant. Teachers’ Instituteand Directors’ Con- 


vention were noted on the Report. As to the progress of. . 


education in Hot Spring County within the last two years, 


I can safely say that whilst there isin some districts 


culpable apathy, yet by the directors and people there is 
generally much greater interest taken in public schools than 


_ ever before, and opposition to such schools is rapidly passing 
away. Out of thirty-seven districts, twenty-four have. 


voted the five mill special tax and run their. schools from 
three to five months each year, and in a few. cases six and 
seven months, At our directors’ meeting, which we hold 
every year, there were twenty-two in attendanee, and much 
good was done; such meetings ought to be held each year 
all over the State. Directors are important factors in the 
efficient working of our free school system, indeed, they are 
the great wheel of the whole machinery, and need to be 
educated up to an active intelligence as to their duty in 
the premises. We have held such a meeting for two years 
in Hot Spring County and find that great good is accom- 
plished by the combined discussion of matters di 
the progress of the publie schools. 
Very respectfully, 
W. D. Leper, 


County Examiner Hot Spring County, Arkansas. 
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Summary of County Examiner's and Treasurer’s Reports, 1884. - 

A A e EEEREN ne ae a deu iei AE 3,988. 

FPO GH Gin RENT MEC eia A 

Number of districts........ss.eseosrorooseosseeseassssrsessosrnsrossoreefrarroosaooorsosseoosoersssraoseesnsnasost . 80^ 

Number of districts reporting ENOL MENt.........ccccccccccccscssscsescesssesssvessssssssvessessece ZO : 

Number of teachers employed............cccsscceee ccsssesssesccacseccecssces Deeeetemo ree] eee s J2 

WILLIAM DOBSON, County Examiner. 

TREASURER'S REPORT. 


Amount on hand July 1, 1883... . ..cccccssssssssessessescessescecsesseessceceeaecseenesectesesessseedh 1,347 26 
From common school fund....... Russen 1,085 08 
District tax for two years..........ccsseccescccsccsonsee cesses IREA AEE AL . 461910 . > 
Poll tax for tWO years. ..sss.sseesosorses Troesersessress sessesees cceceescassseceersvens 3,788 60 
Other BOUROOS ico rov RR e o nE aS aerie eE 283 49 
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Total. ie o oentir nur eris "ERES TITRES 
Amount OXPONded..............csccsescccssscccccrtencess sese eesksea ses aoesee sas eseseeeeesssse DU S000. 06`. 


Balance on hand June 905-1884. oS operi I I A Aan tome PEEN, $2,870 47 
. i B. D. REEDER, County Treasurer. 
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Summary of County Examiners and Treasurer's Reports, 1884. 
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Enumeration ..........ccccccsccsssccecssscesces coeses decceccccsccceresescccsceccecs ses csteacseccstsccssteaceesscesccscs Og LOS 
| 


Enrollment ............ccsceeccccccsccoccssscencccevecseeeeescscsesssesesceeseecees senses ae eaae sides senses enaeessasaeese 
Number of districts..... ........ saassaeeseasssene entente paenitet 64. 
Number of districts reporting enrollment................... sedsseseacsaneacesesessetasssssestersesssas suse 
Number of teachers employed........... .. val 
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T. J. STUBBS, County Examiner. 
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TREASURERS REPORT. 


| 
Amount on hand July 1, 1883.......... deeecees $5,871 14 
7 3,928 97 


From common School fund.......essssssserssssosssssrsesspoososrorenossecssssesersesecse seseosossssseseos 


DIRE ee90oco0eo902 » 


District LK cc cccocscccccscsccscccccctevssvesescsssesecscecssssevscceeeeecevesvesccseevessvessecsevececsvevese sever 8,648 72 
Poll tax... cere NNNM eeeeecenees cesesseseeee 6,900 40 


Other SOULCES....ccccecccccccecscsccsvenseceseces 871 37 
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Total ... ... .cccecccccoctcssscecessrscccsssssccesssscscscsesssscescessees sesssssssssessee seesesetvesseeee POD 120. 60 
Amount expended................ « soaeccncs secccsscassssceccccscesssssscee DIOSDOÀ. 17 


Balance on haud June 30, 1884...... RE $9 L67 43 
R. H. LEE, County Treasurer. 
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Summary of County Examiner's and Treasurer’s Reports, 1884. 
i t 
Enumeration............ eene seei IN AMSE NE EX ORE ————M— ———— Ro à 


Itoulluti. i ————————— 2,045 
Number OF disUrios.,.e ues cioe rinr aeneus haud & seara a as eio o tvi gp Pi M resp OL 


Number of districts reporting Enroll MeENt...........cccccees csssscscccsssesessssecenson, cvvcesaccovs 37 
, Number of teachers employed................ccccscsccsececcssssssscsssssrsscees socesceaces entire tact -. 50 


J. W. C. GARDNER, County: Examiner. 
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i TREASURER’S REPORT. 
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Amount on hand July 1, 1883 ............. Pea eee "CEN a B4 Segtsedesd SM Gd 00 
From common School f0nd............ccccsscscsecsecsccees eene cesesescececessessetsersceece 2,247 00 


District CBE sat) canesenaserivoncdiesenessernWuaas von ted saucastesexaagensns voviiens © SOE eee ere VH seto 2,342 89 
Poll taR ssacesatsegicreeecsos saves i26 


PRSE POS "oc" P. UB 
: j 
Other sources.. 1,133 87 
PCCM SS OOe » c99*90*405000040094«02999049299 teses a tts oon Pee rey see voogopsoposoos eosoooseeoo ee 1 


RO 
| * 
4 


4i 7) geo coh AN DR RP estate PUTET ideas uses $13,105 76 
Amount expended... usses CPP $6,942 00 


eve vo Coen 9 cor ccc00905409 Ceeeeese severe ve t 


Balance on hand June 30, 1884 ..s....ccccccssscoscsse eee reet lesestesecsseseseveeses 6,003 76 


| ^. H. H. HINKLE, County Treasurer. 
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Summary of County Examiners and Treasurer’s Reports, 1884. 


POM UM OLUTION s l5. e eese tona o eaa covcsees ccessesssoscecsceceieassatesescecccsic 29»29290999909006090909*099909090€90900€ 3,887 

Enrollment COCCH COBO Cresee eec ct» *9099a09959960999909090009*2909990090900900090909004090909009090920999400009009009009000009*09 999999, L] 1,360 

Number .of disiricta. iioii ei eoe veio Pere reus vae fecu ie e va Ce pua ee a opo ES $o»5*99990099€09990890000909 ~ -24 
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Number of districts reporting enrollment.........cccccccccsssssscsesss cosceccccstecccssssccccceesce ' IZ 
Number of teacler8. iue eo eee ded ceiea ASTES *-4*9€96949900909025000529609956€9999*999*06*9922€9 ! QT 


FRANKLIN DOSWELL, County-Examiner.' 
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TREASURER’S REPORT. 


! 
Amount on hand July 1; puse E ee0e990*90090909090940006000009090909€ $7,491 13 
From common school Tund uec eni coi vac dxessccceadsad a cuncnieccesdnsisnoabevucieece 1,428 10 


»990099000909090909099949090020990960090000009095222002990900099900099990000900900092€7€ 7,901 "3 


s District TAX ioco esee o vea case DIn eb boat 
Poll f8€.43.——— ETE E EE TETEE —— E POI SU DES 
195 92 


Other SOUPCES.......cecccccevcces 4990*5909060900999000900009090999090099900905000999090*90900099900099600900909904900)9090 0009089 
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Total EEEN ET T AE T EA E TE T E I EE ..$20,253 73 


i 
Amount expended,........ eee eiue t hti eerte no teneo sese a e eose sone pa stvsscevecccess qi dL 43 


Balance on hand June 30, 1884.....cssssssssscsseessssencsccstcsssssagnees sssencsssessnseeseseeeeess 99252 30 
W. S. SHUFORD, County Treasurer. 
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JACKSONPORT, ARK., September 24, 1884. ` 


Hos. Woop. E. Tuompson, Superintendent of Public Tastruc- 
tion, Little Rock, Ark.: 


Dear SIR: After some delay I forward you my annual 


report. .As you will observe, it is not as full and complete 
as it should be, but I am pleased to say a considerable im- 
provement on former years. . 

The enumeration report is full, and I think tolerably 
accurate, I account for this by the fact that the directors - 
perceive very clearly the importance of the enumeration. 
But they , do not’ perceive so clearly the importance of the ` 
other statistics demanded. Here I find it difficult to force 
them-up to the requirements of the law. 

You will observe that none of the reports give the: 
amount received from the State apportionment, and from 
the poll tax separately. The reason is that in making the 
apportionment, the clerk of the county court runs both 
together, and simply gives the aggregate. This, of course, 
is error in the clerk, but cannot be avoided now, but will . 
be in future, as I have so-instructed the clerk; and. the 
treasurer keeps his accounts in the same way. 

In reply to the head “ amount levied for school purposes,” 
the directors can make no positive answer. The district 
simply orders a levy of five mills, thereby saving the 
trouble of all calculations. Our district generally levied 
five mills, with an occasional exception. Every district 
that held: a meeting in May levied that rate. Two of 
these districts held no meeting at all. 

The principal obstacle to the’ progress of the publie 
schools in this county, and I believe in this section of 
country, is the want of a body of skilled and trained 
teachers. | I have observed that whenever I can furnish a 
district with a good teacher a five mill tax will be readily 
levied, a good school house constructed and furniture sup- 
plied, and the nucleus of a. library formed. If the funds 


are not sufficient men of property will club together and 
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accomplish the result; unfortunately the teachers are want- 


‘inability of parents to spare their children from labor for 


- 00 —00— C707 7 


ing. I have been Examiner of this county for nearly ten 
years. I mark but little improvement in the qualifications 
of the persons who present themselves for examination. 
But how can we have a body of trained teachers unless 
they can make a living at their business? The question . 
answers itself. It is impossible for a teacher to make his 
year’s living out of a three months school. We must, then, 
have longer terms. To this there are two obstacles, (1) the 


a longer period than three months. These are objections. 
Why it is so, this is neither the time nor place to inquire. 
The fact stares us in the-face and must be met. 

We must have cheap teachers and efficient teachers. They 
are to be procured by a resort to female labor. Itis a 
fact, whether right or wrong, that females, injsuch occupa 
tions as they are by nature qualified for, can and will do 
efficient work at cheaper rates than males can afford to do 
the same work. While this is so we must avail ourselves 
of female teachers. In this county there are nine female 
teachers, seven white and two colored. Five of the white 
females hold first grade certificates. There are fifty-two 
teachers in the county. There are not as' many males 
holding first grade certificates. The latter, receive from 
fifty to seventy-five dollars per month for their labor, while 
females with the like grade receive about for ty dollars per 
month. But it is objected that female teachers cannot 
control a large country school. 

“This will be answered under the second objection. 
The inability of parents to spare their children from labor. 
Go into any of our public schools in town or country you 
will find a very small portion of the pupils, above the age 
of fourteen. A large majority of the pupils of this country 
complete their education on arriving at that age. In some | 
portions of Germany fourteen is the limit of the school 
age, as it is practically here. Up to that age parents 


i 5 r r 

! » + M 

l $ sal 01— 
= | i 


can spare their children from labor, and up to that age 
female teachers can manage them in town or country. T 
have no statistics of the age of pupils attending the pub- 
liv schools. In making the estimate I am guided by my 
personal observation, but it will be found to be true. We 
must legislate for things as we find thém, not as we 
would have them. But there isa dearth of female teach- 
ers. How are they to be supplied? I would advise the 
establishment of a State Normal School for the instruction 
and training of teachers, especially female teachers. To 
be explicit, let the State purchase St. Johns’ College for 


the purpose, and establish such a school without delay. I- 


would not be understood as recommending female teachers. 
exclusively. Far from it; but I do approve of them as assist- 


ants in larger schools, and as prineipals in less wealthy 
districts. i i 


I have to thank you for Professor Carnes. He did excel- 
lent work. I only regretted that so few of the teachers 
availed themselves of his instruction. You could not 


have selected a more. suitable person. i d ‘we may 
have him again. . | 


\ 


| Respectfuly submitted. | 
2 FRANELIN DosweEtt, 
| Examiner Jackson County. 
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Summary of County Examiner’s and Treasurer’s Reports, 1884. 
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Number of teachers employed..........c.cccscccccse soe cesses nete dae eee terea aas e nasa ae poses cones 
FRANK J. WISE, County Examiner. 
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Amount on hand July 1, 1883........... oseere sesseresesseserss evveucentoue avere d eee ee Nn eue osese D o pense ee kind 
From common school fund..............eeeeeeeeeeeee eere nere ee enin sereas cen eese 9,458 14 
District taxas ienen tete ea a a aa teruel idus Moe unctus TE dE 
Poll taken A ep dert ree Lexa e eiu eni etel a Ap t Sp tn uicit 200 ee OO 
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Total €*€9*99992990994209000904909€99€909€90*9 *06020999*50900994999904909090909090 990984 e9990994909906099*04909509099909092929*9259$09909096* 
Amount expended...........eeeeeeeee esee esee eeeeat sese stas o esesen soeeoo seccesssssbecsscssse oO 010. 18 


Balance on hand June 30, 1881... serere reres BLL, BAT 23 
R. G. AUSTIN, County Treasurer. 
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W. G. TAYLOR, County Treasurer. 
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Summary of County Examiner's and Treasurer's Reports, 1884. 
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“Number of teachers employed .......ccccscccssssssesscsssecscectsccsecsesscsctenteleccsesevcrssscsessscesee 22 
R. H. HOWELL, County Examiner. 
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TREASURER'S REPORT. || 


Amount on hand July 1, 1883 0... ssecsscsseeecscsessessesesescccssescsssosasssssesssssessenss 29,194. B6 


| 
From eomm on school fund................. 


i 
l 


, 
$090900999000009900009909009000020099060040090009992009099000090009*00 


1,251 63 


District and Poll TAR MNT $695064000090909006909000009000900900090009009000000000090€900* 600900900 . 4,457 43 


E 
Other SOUFOCOS c oor x CE corne ARE EDU Pun ERN CERE EASE oa E Ra EESE 
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, 
Total Soda! 2 
*990669$99069099*999 SHHHEHHRHHE HHH OHHH HR E OOOO *e*e99929 €€609*9090909090099056009009009069000400090000090000995299090090b999€9 
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| 
Amount expended... *99909906009090»960€49909950909009900900999909090000090999099000090909 TTTTM—MÁ BS $4,794 96 š 


69 38 


' 
t 


$ 8,933 30 
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Balance on hand June 30, 1884........... eee tentent ctteenenenenennnss A138 34 
J. M. NORWOOD, County Treasurer. 
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Summary of County Examiners and Treasurer's Reports, 1884- 


i 
1 
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Enumeration., esent 582 

Paroh mento uaa oases i Adiota etaed mad Cac s IG 
Number of districts... ertet soore 
Number of districts reporting S—— 


Number of teachers employed........ eese cessssssessecsetcesseseeees TN arde S A 
CLAY. SLOAN, County Examiner. 
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TREASURER'S REPORT. 


E 09453 73 
1,792 33 


ores *€e0909090909090909909900909090099099029 lead tala TET T eme **ve*óse$e0o7sccs2€ 4,729 24 
-— 


Amount on hand July 1, 1883.......... Lussssessseseesessessssoserssseeeesnssrseseee 
Common school fund... (——M—— PUR RN ERTEN 
District tax...............-..- 


Poll ta Xie. oeseeveces vocecoeesocceeeeccceccinosocesescoceote00 46908 osovove000o0vosctostoososopsoeccebes$e9e eg ovcovo 1,732 25 
` 
Other SOUL COB vvssseccssvietisessneecsteds ves cecesdisccececssseessveccetiseVetconessesenteecesecesdccecessoeee ITI 82 50 
^ 
i ` 
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OGL PEREA EE On vou eu s uae Ive oo pic ANE tne 100 Do. 
Amount expended.............. n coche ahadercwbsaganscaveteenacdsesveoesdsteccctiocce T3834 88 
Balance on hand June UU — S201 IF 
MADISON D. HUDSON, County Treasurer. 
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POWHATAN, ARK., September 23, 1884. 
^ Sır: I hand you herein my annual report, including 
the list of teachers licensed, as per sections 44 and 49. 

The delay of directors has occasioned my falling short 


of the time. I hope report will reach you, however, in 
` good time. | 


We have had no Institute in our county, but. expect to | 
soon. The interest in publie schools increases gradually 
in our county. Iu 

The interrogation *when will we have copies of school 
law ?" is often put to me. Can you give us anything, cer- 
tain about it ? E 

When will a new list of questions for county examiners 
be out, as these are growing rather familiar to third grade 
men, those who are examined every six months. | 

Answer and oblige, | 
Cray SLOAN, 
County Examiner, Lawrence County. 
—To W. E. Tompson, State Superintendent Publice Instruc- 
tion, Little Rock, Arkansas. E 
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LEE COUNTY. i : 


Summary of County Examiner’s and  Treasurer's Reports, 1884. 
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Number of teachers ————————————— 
JOHN W. HAYES, County. Examiner, 
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TREASURER’S REPORT. 
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i B. M. GOVAN, County Treasurer. 
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* LINCOLN COUNTY. 
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Summary of County Examiner sand Treasurer's Reports, 1884. 
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Number of teachers employed......... VOBIS cM EE 


TREASURER’S REPORT. | 
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Amount on hand July 1, 1883............. ............. ——————— o GE ke 
From common school fund................... REN Vise nue ETE m cA TUE LR T sescsssosees 1,450 92 
District GX Gm" "--—————— —————————Ó € 2,200 00 


Poll tax...... 4€«00090900000940599004900090000090900099*999092909090909*909909409090990* 0999900 99999009 *9995929*59950909980009**9200090000 800 00 


Other SOUrCOS...........cccccccescesccsececeees 


à 
* 


este 0$*09990«000090929900099909000000€909009090299000904009090900900900920009*099 weeeecesces 


t 
SS JR RE Ier 


Ji 7 Me cT 8,108 10 
Funn—————————— € 
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: E. S. ELLIS, County Treasurer. 
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LITTLE RIVER COUNTY. 
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, Summary of County Examiner's and. Treasurer! s Reports, 1884. 
EnümerstióNns coat outre to Deed eo D CIE EX RENTEE OM Eee TE epos decesdoccetaesadelan Dco o cepi vires e EE 
prc HE 
Number of districtS.........ssesssesssssoressssessecseossoeesesvosesssossosčssssserossssossssossossss obosossososass 8 
Number of districts reporting enrollment.......es.s.s..Zeseseesseosessosonssessoocososenoossasssoos 1 


Number of teachers Omrployed M "—— —À 
W. T. JOINER, County Examiners. 
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« TREASURER’S REPORT. 


Amount on hand July 1, 1888...............cccceseccccceesencasccccccrssscscctecseverevsenscesstscscesess $ 30 50 
From common school fund................................... "— ——— A PS B 
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4 * 
Total Bare Oe arene 200 qesseb0000000602000090 te * 90 00095 Cece renee oe conver veces Coe wccorsconccencverss 000009 000098 $1,422 10 
Amount üxpendeu. n coe E EAM Isid e Eee FAOUA S AAA ura cepa $1,351 86 NS > 


Balance on hand June 30, 1884.............. eese —————X 28 50 
? W. T. JOINER, County Treasurer. 
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LOGAN COUNTY. Sog 
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Summary of County Examiner sand Treasurer s Reports, 1884. 

DnumeorsiioBo tepido mibi a a TOT 
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Numberof diSbeiels. se Sore oO S ca pe Rio equ ie tee Mu A S ier rid eed So E Eder uud 
Number of districts reporting enrollment...............eeeeeeceeee eee eene tante tate enne 
Number of teachers employed.......... eee soccvscee cscccseqecesesececseeesssveccesesssecsssvenescseeses 
J. S. SHIBLEY, County Examiner. 
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3 " 
TREASURER S REPORT. 
| 
| 
Amount on hand July 1, 1883........... .......... PERAE IE EAAS EE INESE uU ORE TUE AU 5s 
From common school fund...............eeeeeeeeeeeee esee iens ent esses t otenrt seseenenrecsssescserecens 
District Dx. uuo eese rie ena rea beszo ease gases 


$8,830 76 
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3,042 06 

210 50 
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Other SOUL CCE I e vesesssestésduosccessesessesiepsesoqesecasoevsevustevee ques euaossse e a eeabe sse esu e E EET SA 


LITT MEN RE RR NERONE O 
Amount expoerdetd. ec Ede petee i v ber cptessitoss ease Veneisec DIO i E 36 
à ` 1 
Balance on hand June 80, TOBA: E EEE RE ied odo E esu A CS DURO E $6,797 48 ; 


THOMAS L. FULLER, County Treasurer. 
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LE JU AE , September 22, 1884. 3 
Hox. W. E. Tompson, State Superintendent Publie Instruc- . 


tion: 

Dear Six: I mail you to- dis my annual report; and | in 
this conneetion I desire to call your attention to some de- 
fects in our school law. -~ 

1. The fines and forfeitures which nominally belong to the 
school fund never in fact reach that fand, by reason of 
being payable in county scrip, which is according to law 
canceled whenever it reaches the county treasury. This 
should be remedied by the Legislature so as to make all 
fines and forfeitures payable in currency or State scrip. 
The greatest obstacle to the success of the public schools in 
this county is the want of sufficient school funds, and if the 
fines and forfeitures can be made to inure to the benefit of 
the school fund it will add largely to the efficiency of the 
schools. 

9. In regard to the inefficiency and indifference of school 
directors, I am not able to suggest what change should be 
made, but a very short experience convinces me that three 
directors in each district, all of them unpaid and most of 
them fools, is a very poor arrangement. 

3. The County Examiner has no means of knowing in 
what districts schools are being taught, or what teachers 
are employed, and has no oversight of the schools. To 
make a success of the public schools you must have 4 live 
man, whose heart is in the work, to visit, direct and encour- 
age all the schools in the county, and have the general 
superintendence of them. The office of County Examiner 
is a great deal of work for no pay, and dd to the 
people—in a word, a failure. 

4. The State tax of two mills ought to be at least five 
mills, and let the people have the option of voting an- 

other five mills. The educating of the children is of more 
importance than any other branch of the State government, 
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and money invested in it will pay better to the State than 


any other possible investment. E 
5. "A reasonsible compulsory act to secure the atten- 
dance of the children. Itis manifestly unjust to tax the 
property of the country to raise a fund for the education 
of the children, and then permit the children to be -kept 
away by the ignorance or indifference of parents and 
guardians. Compulsory attendance at school is the only 
thing that will reach the lowest classes, those who stand 
most in need of the help and protection of the State. 
Very respectfully, 
J. S. SHIBLEY, 
County Examiner Logan County. i 
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LONOKE COUNTY. 
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Summary of County Exaininer’s and Treasurer’s Reports, 1884. 
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Enumeration 999099 »00900000002000000949009969999009000900099000000000000000000990900»00090990999009050600€00000909^9090999 09905 0090900 4,931 


Enrol Ment.: E ag LOU 
Number of MITAA ATE R: PR EE E IIE A EO E E AE AEE 
Number of districts reporting enrollment..........eesssseossessoeoosseeesesseressessseossreersnsereose 
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Number of teachers employed ..............cccsccssssssssscssvsveccesvencesssssenevecsessesssssssaccececccecs 
- J. J. DOYNE, County Examiner. 
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TREASURER’S .REPORT. 


Amount on hand July 1, 1883.....c.cccccorceccsscceesssssccorsvesctescevesssesscscessssqvessssssscosteee Og 130 OT 
From common school fund............. rect ER TORRE NUS seccereessseee 2,004 49 
5,263 08 
2,102 15 
Id dE DiCO-  MNEN ONT TERT ru cL 
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District WW TIOE AE EES EENAA E e**e»«€009ec090900009909099009 


Poll ——^A^A^AAA—€—A—A——^—^——————————— € 
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Amount expended..........sesssresooserosescosssesresasossssoosse t Tvssressesasrerssrne o ne $12,427 93 ^» 
Balance on hand June 30, 1884...................... "EE OCHO €— $5,313 36 
W. A. VERSER, County Treasurer. 
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: ^ LONOKE COUNTY. 
‘In Lonoke County the public school um is atenaily: 
improving. Directors are becoming better acquainted 
"with the duties of this office, and are endeavoring to ad- 
vance the educational interests of their districts by secur- 
ing the serviees not of cheaper, but of more proficient 


teachers. In keeping with this there is also manifested a 


“willingness to pay better salaries than were paid in the 


P 
" 


past, and to the fifty-four teachers employed in the county 
during the past year,an average salary of forty dollars 
per month was paid. 

There is also a growing demand for schools lasting more 
than three months in the year, and in many districts the 
publie school fund is supplemented by private subserip- 
tions, and thus longer terms are secured. HE MES 

There are fifty-two districts in the county, and from 
each of these an annual report was received. Some of the 


reports were not very complete, it is true, but this isa 


marked improvement on the past. | 
Lonoke enrolled in her publie schools during the past 
year 424 pupils and employed seven teachers. "The five 


years’ term, which the $10,000 subscription mentioned in a : 


previous report was raised to supplement the publie school 
fund, having expired iu June last, it was a question 
whether the school should be continued for another ‘like 


term, with like supplemental aid. The question was soon ` 


decided, however, in favor of the maintenance of the school 
on' the same basis. 

That the school had met the expectations of the most 
sanguine is evidenced -conclusively by this action on the 
part of the patrons. 

There were also successful schools maintained at Austin, 
Cabot and Carlisle, in each case the school fund being sup- 
plemented by private subscription. 

The enumeration report for the past year, compared 


with that of the year previous, shows an increase of 408- 


-i 


—315— 


expended during the year for school purposes éxceeds that 
of the year previous $1,072. 

During the.year there were erected five school buildings, 
two of which were erected at the expense of private indi. 
viduals as gifts to the districts. The yéar previous only 
one building was reported erected for school purposes. 

In July, Prof. O. F. Russell held a District Institute, 
lasting one week, for the benefit of the teachers of Lonoke, 
Prairie and Pulaski Counties. The Institute was held at 


as had been - anticipated, yet we have reason to hope for 
better resulte in the future. 


Considering the facts above presented, we may well con- 
clude that our people are aroused educationally, and that 
the publie school i is enlarging her borders in our midst. 

Respectfully submitted, 
J. J. DOYNE, 


County Examiner, Lonoke County. 
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persons of school ‘age in the county, while the. amount 


this place and there was an enrollment of thirty-nine all of ` 
. Lonoke County. While the meeting was not as successful 
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Summar of County Examiner’ s and Treasurer’s Reports, 1884. 
y y- por 


‘ 
"Enumeration....... Ies evel es eei E Dave sere e een Y esa PLANEET veers Poteet RENS seno rsosos 07403 


Enrollment i oou rexE o dee aetas USDA Less D te koc e Cit een aari ag e DR 


Number of GISUEIGIS ei ve aie Ri ah hahaa E ETEN E RS 100 
Number of districts reporting enroll menta............ccccccssssssssesccccscccsscccccerfecvssssseeseee 46 


Number of teachers employed.................eeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeree eee eI epe eee 33 
| R. S. ANDREWS, County Examiner. | 


' TREASURERS REPORT. 


Amount on hand July 1, 1883........... dans ———————MrÁ RU DRE o 
Received from State... essere — — M n—— e Ria Oe 
Disitiet ta xis coro c iden den pi Diis trip aaa “10s 
Poll tax for 1582 and 18539, rete diei saa netos Crave gea reo Urbe pesce sve in eia edes orta e Miss" S901 28 
Other sources......... "EE Sirens — IETT, S 457 21 


i 


mtn ae 


i 
| Total : $9,998 18 
| 0 & bét69400000980000096064409000€00502€09 099999 Q6&€00680506009090900900060000090049940999 6099009009999999 958000 900000 s o6 o ** 3 

| 


PeulgudTos DM —————— ree 033892 43 
Balance on hand June 30, 1881............ esee eere een nenne 3605:79 


W. A. MARRS, County Treasurer. 
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Summary of County Examiner's and Treasurer’s Reports, 1884. 


En omens tion oso sens dictae MM i TERN 
Enrollment iba ves vH MEER T xU: Ter —O——— NÓI S500 
Number of NEED o REC I M MON NU ea INA IDE 
Number of districts reporting enroll ment....c.cccc.ccscscecsseccsscscsscececsensesenssceseseeceenses 


Number of teachers employed....... 


TREA 
| 
Amount on hand July 1, 1883..... 
From common school fund............ 
Distriettax.......... cce 

POEL TRXoutosared ov ei uic iva uus 
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Other SOUTCES........cccccecsesssccssersesceesces 
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Total *6*96e995«9*92094*9999999€9090009909009* 99999 
Ámount expended...................... eeoteee 


Balance on und NEIN Miro. cR 
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MARION COUNTY. 


*55€699090494*599900929* 


$ 


— 


^ kas 


x 


? aut, He H 


> 


eren, O28. 


¢ 


+ 
Xx 


+ 


wecosceven 


t 
MA 


41 
27 
30- 


* 


***»6000009009090«090090999490000099900092500090990999090900909009099099009200 909 999^09 


J. c. FLOYD, County Traminer, 
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M. H. WOLF, County Treasurer. 
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Summary of County Examiner's and Treasurer's Reports, 1884. 


Enumeration..... .................. qais ER sqa VE ERREUR dolus vts Vena eA esA ute dave de ovs .. 8,792 
Enrollment 5. enda en vr Co Ye eU nie we davis E Agen 
Number of districts... ... eene téeietescer sese ss mee apris Üepeesk ki esses tee ei ere 4 18 
Number of districts reporting enroll ment...............ccccessssccssess eene Hes $ 


Number of teachers employed... . seese oo csccccscsssesseree csse enne eere, 29 
, " | 
W. G. COOK, County. Examiner. 
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| TREASURER'S REPORT. 


Amount on hand July 1, 1883............ MEAE UP PONE ODE COYVIRAT 


From common school fund............. c cccces ceecesccssenceces rte ORE TENER 1,693 75 
g 
2,097 45 


* * 
District TAX. ——————— 
f 
Poll tax ***2*69**5*€4€9 6$€990099090909900990009*59960 00099090€90090€90000502096099094109099*9900096009000000900600000€99000909 090600909 * ^» HEH 0000090 1,47 80 
4 
Other sources.................. PIER UN PAETAE EEE deb ues "e REES REA 106 40 


1 
[ A — —— 


| . 
Total "nct t RED ARG LLG LOL 60 
r > 


‘Amount Oxpended...........ccecccssccccsrscscecccssetsoeen cesces NENNEN $3890 95 


Balance on hand June 30, 1884..........cscccesssrsesecresesecescesencssnenaneeserssensseseseees $2420 65 
THOMAS B. TRIGG, County Treasurer. 
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Summary of County Examiner's and Treasurer’s Reports, 1884. 
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Number of districts reporting enrollments...... prn" E : . 
Number of teachers employed. ..... .. ................. ——————HM———nan . fey " E 
LEON RAUSSAN, County Examiner. en 
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Amount on hand July 1, 1883.. ........... EEE A EEE TECEN E. OL va 
From common school fund....... —€— —Á—Á———— n C LL ix 
District |: QNEM T NR OR ORO NOOR AN LO EEE ne RUN RO OCCSEE PH ev0 ^ re 2 
Poll EES orgies Tinh Loose NER REALEN METRE, **e**o* Seeteecsesssesve & P»"9*5»569$009€9999 959999 95996999299 ` ^ 
Other SOUEGOS., ucro cipis ieres MEC aidehtts eases — BE 52 70 2j 
t 
[3 uu 
jvci m — —Á———————— —— € 2,040 51 E 
Amount expended........................... (alsace CIUS AN need 01,082 53 ~ A 
Dalance on hand June 90, 1884............... *909906009c00209099099029 SELECTS CS eC reece oroel sess eceeesTe®, $857 98 an 
- Fy ms 
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MISSISSIPPI COUNTY. 


Dear Sra: Sorry I can’t send you a more perfect re- 
port. It seems impossible to get the District Directors 
to understand when or how to make their reports, and. 
many of them don’t know what to do with a blank when 


one is furnished them. . j 
| 
| i -  RAUSSAN. 
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Summary of County Examiner s and Treasurer’s Reports, 1884. 


Enumeration.,................... "————— M— "———— M— 3,846- 
iEnrollméent:....:... o eire ceocc e ee oi ese Ges aso ce veo doace Maas oe aao aeska ea a v aA e SA ES 
Number of distriets................ eere cesse. ; 36 


*0690959909920000000009*994*909000900050900002099909000090990090099909099299 


Number of districts reporting enrollment.................. e ceeee ee eere reanen toe esee a taese anke tiis 
Number of teachers employed ...is......cccccccscsccsssccacccccssccsscevscsssececccceseccees te tha san ea eese 


3 R. B. CAVETT, County Examiner. i 


TREASURER S REPORT,, 


Amount on hand July 1, 1883...... .......ccsssssssccstsssssssscnccscsccccscsessescssetteveressesecessss $ BOD 00- 


vr 


From common school fundii..........ccccoccsccsssseseccsssstsssseccnscsscseccecsuccesesessseecs eese 1,711 31 
District tat oaen enman i dise verinesscele nasi oast ateei iet Ad ac o EAA 3,042 59 
d» 1 5 
Poll UR PETERA E EAA PESE AEE A E ARE N snaked E N A E AA 1,552 30 
li s 2 
Other SQUEP COR fc corvekocevkeccszoseoseesceceecoxsvetvesrevevesecesevvsseeoh eeeee *692099990920629952999 9 92«499*909099960008€9 218 90: = 
Total......... ***99990*1*999 "***6*a*9*e*e se eerereste *9*0e€9609099€046420900909090*9*9*9»9 SEESHD $ eoeoee €660999900099409909992499909 959 *«99 $6,285 00 
Amount expended............. i.e eere enne enne nnnnennnnn een GD 20d 69 
Balance on hand June 30, 1884............ eese eese eene enne eenteenees 01,032. AF 
A. W. HARRIS, County Treasurer. 
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MONTGOMERY COUNTY. 
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Summary of County Examiner's and Treasurer's Reports, 1884. 


BnumeratIOR. ecu eere eh erdt ens tud Er Ge oL easi leds eU ADSENSE Te eee M) OO 
Enrollment Jue antes panies —————— —— e —Á—— PH V 
Number of districts reporting enroll ment....... esteem e s E c tuit I. eM) 
[A 

Number of teachers employed..................... esse T ep MS K! 
E 


G. WITT, County Examiner. 
e ; 


TREASURER'S REPORT. 


Amount on hand July 1, 1883 ............... ... —————— I Cr O 
From common school fund.. ........................... exin e uad — — —— GÀ Ph vo 26 
District tax ...... Podia — T PEE PAA E EAEN E EEE E: S E: S 
Poll tax unc iion odii €—€— MT EC EA vL 2€——— 1,031 70 


Other SOULCES.......cc cece sccecescsscceccceeenceees os REUTERS ces VTL O te 25 18 


a NOR TR "— ——— — Kn nod 
Amount expended............. eese tentent UOTE ORNA see... $9,110 82 
Balance on hand June 30, 1884.. ..... TR ER PACEM M beseitss bvess Pls siv buisse SL, 905 23 
* JAMES M. ANDERSON, County Treasurer. 
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Mount IDA, ARK., September 20, 1884. 
Hon. W. E. TuouPson, State Superintendent of Publie Instruc- 
tion, Little Rock, Ark.: l 
I herewith inclose my annual repòrt for Montgomery 


County, for the scholastic year ending June 30, 1884. Out. 


of forty-four school districts in this county, only ten have 
as much as attempted to fill out añ annual report of their 
districts, and more than half of those filled are only par- 
tially made out; hence, the imperfectness of aetna I 
must transmit to you. 

I suggest that hereafter the blank — and an- 
nual report be printed on the same paper. 

Our public schools are doing well this year, and every 
one an advocate of the cause. - 

Respectfully submitting my annual report, I am your 
obedient servant. T 
G. Wirt. 
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| NEVADA COUNTY. 
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Summary of County Examiner’s and Treasurer’s Reports, 1884. 


Enumeration............. NUN NNUS istae REE snas ded Quai urbc alate ee 


Enrollment ....... ieee AEE E E TRAET —— E EE A E A a a y oS 
n > 

Number of districts eevee SVESSHHTOH HE SEH OS **9090940099«94904*0090909000090090940900905999*99 9002999 booy ee06490999998009900099*9099* 52 

Number of districts reporting enrollmMent.............ccccccccsecsssccssseccesecsssssssscrcessseeessnss ^ 02 


Number of teachers employed... .......cccccscsccscsccceeccecccctcseecesssecsetssscscssrsscsecrsccsesssease GS 
T. W. HAYES, County Examiner. 
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TREASURER'S REPORT. 


Amount on hand July 1, 1883... .....cccccccsscssscecsssscssesseseeeecceesersecssctseceneesersspeceeses $ 55 UO 
From common school fund................ cerne PERPE LE ESI 
District taX........eseessssssssssssesoso Wis Rods ENEA ERU: evi vo tcv estre etd tents 11,856 47 


Poll laete eveleseees E EEEN A eise teles iae pe Ceé Yi Ve CEU E OAR LEEA EEJ ***69*9*$990090090009000*09**9090909 95v90v*9 4,284 94 
Other SOULCES...........ccccsecsccccsseeereees 


"Total. eai **6900€990960090000940*99990040909000095099990*9280000609 929999 aaron goons EDU esse vce DLB 140 85 


Amount expended................ eeeeeeeeee esee eee eese anos ossssssssseesesoeeesssessees PL2, 889 OO 


Balance on hand June 30, 1884...... . .aossesscsesersecssssososesssossotosseresreosossererossrosesssss $5,895 50 


WILLIAM BROWN, County Treasurer. 
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Summary of County Examiner’ s and Treasurer's Reports, 1884. 


Enumeration. ...ccscccccscccoccsscsssasccceecesdoncns sector ssrscevsssosesaeesessesceesesavenacss steeds sescesseseesserassOgOOL 


» 
t 1 
DrolimenU.......eeeeeeessesosesosesoccovsctest oti thessetessesctbobeso votesssososoatehoeessert beteceso bosessoses se oo iso Beene 


62 
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Number of districts reporting enrollment... scsssssessscscccesseecoescscesestersuesessczeecs 
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H. ARINGTON, County Examiner. 
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TREASURER’S REPORT. - 


Amount.on hand July 1, 18893... .ccccccscccccsceveceees SHE SRESHSEHFSSESHOCOHE OHS 599*9060099960090090080*009€9 B ...cconcccscven 
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Balance on hand June 30, 188h...........cccsssccsssseeserccssvscstensseseveccvscccsscsscccsescgeces Pooseessrssessse 
. W. HOUSTON, County Treasurer. 
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Summary of County Examiners and Treasurer’s Reports, 1884. 

Enamepdtiotbotoivencóe doe E oa Ed eaten dois vdeo eee ee dB 

On PIC PERPETUUM a a a aa M S^ 1 

Number of distriets......... esse eee — Ó——Á—MÁÓ€Ó € ae) | 

Number of districts reporting enrollment.............2... eese ee ee eee eese ette setenta ep nnaS "32 

Number of teachers employed ................ o esoesesasesssossooorssssecoeeeeossssssssesesossssssssessésess TO 
‘ B. F. MORGAN, County Examiner, 
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TREASURER S REPORT. 


Amount on hand July 1, 1883............ essere center nete 105283 34 
From common school fund........ bb ATY. s ce 
DIStHOLISX uo aeo ree ep E ons "T ———————— 20027 120 
Polltax.......... TE sioe Da ser id e EINEN RE EQ Xiao tou ————— e e $À€ ELE 
Other SOUPCOS cao eve ende eun UN aro E PRUNUS. STENT EREE DR aesae PIER 217 10 


Ec num pU lee tn eat! NENNT URS 
^ 
Amount expended....... EM ERE LR EE cisi Sesassevessoseseae $12,583 62 
Balance on hand June 30, ESO A onu EE AEOS eerece e^cesotoneece m... 010,356 41 


: J. T. DARBY, County Treasurer. 
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Summary of County Examiner's and Treasurers Reports, 1884. T 
y. : HUN se: 
Enumeration... Iess sseesesvrasesesee tenth tnnt me a 070 " 
Enrollment. 25 eoe tee eri ves ire rsen ai EE ` db 
hpbcaapitrl mer EE MEL er. 
Number of districts reporting enrollment...............ccccssscesssscosccecsscssencesescescessscsrccecee 16: dg 


Number of teachers employed.......ccccccccccccecccossesssscsssscssenseqececessecseseesssecerscsescenssctessee, 25 H 
* ha 
s R. W. FLOWER, County Examiner. 
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TREASURER’S REPORT. : : 
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- Amount on hand July I, 1883.................... m — end E TOR .$1,965 72. 

© From common school fund................ eere eese eene eee aee tees osooteeseeeeeesseeeesesseseses — 808 85 
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Balance on hand June 30, 1884..... *$e*5e44*99909*e0994*2129 959 9699600909009 96000099009990409009 DIEN 39:5 13. i > 


W. G. RANKIN, County Treasurer. z 
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PHILLIPS COUNTY. 


Summary of County Examiners and Treasurer's Reports, 1884. 
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IREOLI BEOHL «cereo eene mos E so babes eil a e stot oM dL UE ; 

Number of districts........ ——À —————————Á— SE = 
Number of districts reporting enroll ment........,.......ccccsssecsccsrsesccccessesesevcsscsssepecsesse 25 


Number of teachers employed............... NA yeast amines bie aborto. ad eter a $ | 
L. K. OBENCHAIER, County Examiner. 
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i TREASURERS REPORT. 


~=- : Amount on hand July 1, 1883.cccccssoscsccesosccocevcssscsesecessee seoseesecseoesceccsoecesccesseceeee S. 691 90 


From COMMON school fund... eoo ris ec ccnaccevecbebtevousscorevsdstetocsusevesscsiccseesstote: 3,129 85 
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District tax............. esee — ——————— — o — PP E EAE RA Ave 
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eT otalziznszc esce eieezsestsev cessa teer ae epos eee eee eve ae Pea rure ee cip cUm dddsesdeedbt datarie ateniese A200893 10 


Amount expended........ssesosrsereeecere soesossrossassosoororossosooesssssessssasrssseess eses S0208 05 


Balance on hand June 30, 1884 .......sscesesscsseee coccssssvasenssscecesesensssscssersssestecevesse 19,990. TL 
i E. W. FORD, County Treasurer. 
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PIKE COUNTY. . 
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Summary of County Examiner's and Treasurer's Reports, 1884. 
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Enumeration ................. ESAT AAEE A Obs 


»**o900902090090099009090209€0599*90 *esovovetone 


Enrollment .....—........... hub E ao EE LERRA, en ee is dies NR PDTRERECL Lg 
Number of disiriotgs cs oou yos teo one Peu Io OVV d RR Rege E SVYRVET E No FEES EE REESE MOETTND — M 31 
Number of districts fanoning enrollment: : x e ui nu 3 
Number of teachers employed. .............cccccccaee scccececseccnscsccsnsecansceeeusseeaenesnenseseveveees 5 
N. T. THOMASSON, County Examiner. 
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TREASURER' S REPORT. 


Amount on hand July 1, 1883 . 
From common school fund.. .................... 
Distriettax 
Poll 8X gita veers 
Other sources.................- EE etes died BGs EEE REA m Savi e kbaseudé 

Total on desit und eene aiatatiteteenen $3,295 OL 
Amount expended.. ...... ves ENT Buddies inscri did. DUD ü o’ 
Balance on hand June 30, 1884. ...... 


T EEE SE E AT $ 449 00 
1,392 30 
1,170 00 

283 71 
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$ev5ó9osv9e5vob9e9 véve COED EERE ODESES EEO ESES becco. c**500090009095999 
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$02*6699000909«000*9099099999$000*9 


*9590999*95954004 90960949 serves $.- [XXIII 


“J. W. COVIN GTON ; County Treasurer. 
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| POINSETT COUNTY. 
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| E 

Summary of County Examiners and Treasurer's Reports, 1884. 
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PnumerstioD coccc sures TONER E LEE RS, cse ak 
i —————————— 587 
Number of disitióUs x ouxeticaa d eee Sich bim Uc ew atin. J6 
Number of districts reporting enroll]Ment..............ccsccssssccsccersssscssctesecseceessssssscsseseesee ÍZ 


Number of teachers employed.................... TOP OP ORC disbosdsoutasaseactansinerten gana 714 
miner. 


FOSTER FREEMAN, County 
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| TREASURER'S REPORT. 
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Amount on hand July 1, 1883...... e*6eeeot*»eo006000ce00909900999*9 oevecee MORES ENTRE: 104 90 
Iulio URS ————À 1,158 54 


| e 
District tass iccssasics DR TEE 


527 16 


Other LUI UD E——————————— $0*e09905060900909459099 000940 060606 9000009 «$6tev0004099594 
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2 Ota setius URN T——— Á—— RS PEU. "RUE 
Amount CORDON RTT TIMES MIL 00 | 
Balance on hand June 30, TBO OE E ET EES DIIPTTITIII BITTER RS MR TEV AE S: 09 
: W. C. SANDERS, County Treasurer. 
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POLK COUNTY. 


Summary of County Examiners and J reasurer’s Reports, 1884. 


Epumeratió Niessenen dues cacctoutsaviss ovns5eSerncocsesscshetevasenGnh eine cadudevdseveed RP Nr st 

Tiarollment.odis ove pi baa che ts ed dd eO aae ea Bac duced e Ictus ia c pedes ss Ar dr cds alU 

Number OF dist r1618, «doe reti he RR V RTIedPioD Ecran e e vti xs mV sena vd E Ue 

Number of districts reporting enrol] ment..............cccccceceessscsnsensrosssscececscvesagescncevoes 25 

Number of teachers employed.................... eese esee eese eroe nonet eoe sese reet nnnm eres 2 
d J. R. McMAHEN, County Examiner. 
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TREASURER’S REPORT. 


Amount on hand July 1, 1888..........ccccccscscsccescccessenscssssccsscuscccsssssccesessscesesterssssee $ 308 QT 


From Common school fund................ eese eee eee eere e eese ssnaso ssaseesesssesseesssssesessecss 15401 76 
F 179 53 


1,166 60 
262 82 


District TAX 1I vaccccesscdecoacctecccesucesscvecsecesesecccse sdoesctnecsceeessaseddsceesauesoes bussesecegesscesesee- 
Poll LAK rscerserrnrecccscscrececsrerasscosssscccaceeesnesesseesseesessesseaseeceeareusssscusenssssseneee serena esenee 


Other BOULCES. .ccscorsececcceee *9990609$99009090096 ETSEEETESRUN KERYEFEERENEAMSEERCREARAENERTENRCE WEREER SSE EES SVEN EDS 


"Total Re UAE AN RT Oe $$9909^0099900009900 009920909922 
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—"———— E 


Amount EXPENeC...........scscccrvccsesrerrecserscseersarscssenecssccucsssstecscessssecccseres T2018 49 


Balance on hand June 30, 1884........ccccccscsssccsscssssssrccesscccecsssscssssseccssestteseesecsesse $ 500 49 
LEVI JOPLIN, County Treasurer. 
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POPE COUNTY.  ,. 
Summary of County Examiner sand Treasurer's Reports, 1884. 


Enumeration ................ cELe3Reif bc d MOTEURS DROPS ESEENSE irr d 
Enrollment...............eeetetntn ener —— — Moet ate oon lan ERR T Dg 173 
Number of districts.. esee ee eee os UO AE ERR blocco Mc 
Number of districts reporting enrollment. ..... —  —À— ÁN T RD NOR uais 42 
Number of teachers eMployed......c.cccccssccsesssce ssecssssccsssessseescetsesessscssarssscsesessrarsscene GO 
| H. L. RAYBURN, County Bucsnnens 
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TREASURER’S REPORT. 


1 


. 
Amount on hand July 1, 1883... ........ UTERE e UE 
From common school fund............ ES ————Á— MEAS SL 10 
District tax. ... ........ UEM mE As 160 OD 
POI iaa ecce nc Ie ee adc D NRRRTEEPHEONE I 80 


uw 


Other sources............. fier P NE IE EAE NS "m m lods nes ..ee 1,062 27 


Total sta andina PERS $24,954 92 
Amount expended....... cccccrcceccececccccacssocccccsetsccescceccccscccososecesessecceslO 124 90 
Balance on hand June 30, 1884...............,.. eere sees reads eee $8,230 02 
. b JOE PETTY, County Treasurer. 
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: . Dover, Pope County, ARK, October 13, 1884. 
How. W. E. Tuompson, Superintendent of Public Instruction, 
Little Rock, Ark. : - 

Dear Str: I have the pleasure of ending you my sec- 
ond annual report, and in connection therewith a brief 
statement-of the progress of the educational interests 
of Pope County. The increase of interest during the past 
two years, in the education of the youth, is certainly very 
commendable. 

In the rural districts there is a call. for better teachers 

and better teaching. The districts, with few exceptions, 
vote a special tax. Institutes are better attended, and are 
beginning to command that influence which they should. 
. Theré are eighty districts in the county, some of which 
have béen recently formed, and, of course, have not had 
any schools; but fifty-six out of the eighty districts have 
had schools from three to ten months during the past school 
year. Russellville has a graded school, with a school. popu- 
lation sufficient to employ a principal and six assistants: 

Dover has a graded school, with a school population. 
sufficient to employ a principal and three assistants, 

Dover has also a live board, composed of R. B. ‘Hogins. 
C. L. Kirkscey and Judge E. C. Bradley, who put forth 
every energy in behalf or the best interests of the school. 


; 


These are the two leading publie schools in the county. | 


Dy wa y of sugges tion, there should be some method of 
grading the schools of the county adopted. This would 
be conducive to harmony and progress. Any faithful, 
skillful teacher could leave a record to his successor that. 
would relieve him of any doubt as to what had been done, 
or as to where the pupils should commence. That turning 
back to the first would be avoided. 

I know of no better method of acconiplishing this object 

than the use of Levy, Baker & Co.’s Graded Registers and 
| Reports, or some similar system. These registers are now 
in use in the Dover school, and give good satisfaction. 

Yours very truly, H. L. RAYBURN, County Examiner. 
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d Summary of County Examiner's and Treasurer's Reports, 188}. 


BEniüteratloh osi Benedetto dele heen ed o t pi d desse asia nim ene. OD | 

s Enrollment 12.5. (e ren irons Vosa a doFin ai ad —————— 10€ 02 
Number of districts.... .. ....... ... TOES ONT EOE o viti EDU se du Mis dese 46 
Number of districts reporting enrollment.................. eee erre ob NENE - 720 


x Number of teachers employed.............. ....... ENS I EN TERR DERE 43 
! P. A. HAMAN, County Examiner. 
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| TREASURER'S REPORT. 


2 : | . , 
Amount on hand July 1, 1883......... .. Madres cU tradas cc EU 94070 12 
i From common school fund................... Nro m NEM Mdoeeseercinde 1,515 07 
District tax. esce erret tns Se dive TR€— Á ÓESNE 04003 48 
Poll tàx...... eene — — Ü — Mo ETE ES imas vis WR E EE .. 1,806 45 
Other 8O0UrCES.. idees deii vo pev ed pbn Uu Qd dy seare ua Ue pedcs da EE DE eure a pu EN 23 25 
i : | 
iiri ———————ÁÉ——ÓÁÁ————— sO LOOT 07 
Amount OxpeNnded.u....cccccccccccscceccsssvssseceseessevessscescsecsesesscsssesececseses $10,231 95 
Balance on hand June 30, ESSE. soto taf EE eid He bier base do a 249) 54. Ue 
m E. A. WINSLOW, County Treasurer. 
8 A 
e Af 
4 
| i » | 
i 
A i > ; 
hy - NE ae oe z4 E NS i tee y -t9 PET ^on i 


= ie sh " * x 
Vere ORG an = A DEMENS E $ eae ot x bx 
a n P749 AV 4, d pa f$» 4 ie 2 oe 
i^ a à 4 A * x 4 cM ue : Tera I. 
- ~ E «awn 7 
4 * =< -p " 
+ E d " > mx 
] 


tja ( 
* 
wm. 


2 

4 

H 
"i dl 


i ah VÀ rs 
" A . at, 
WS rd anas Pe 


= P 


DzgVarLs BLUFF, ARK., September 20, 1884. ` - ts 
W. E. Tuompson, State Superintendent Public Instruction: ^ — ' i 

SIR: The reports made to me by school directors are Uo 8 d 
very imperfect. Several districts are not heard from. n 

There may be errors in my report. I had to make it out | s 
in great haste on account of receiving directors’- reports A 
late, etc. Respectfully. | Ce di 
P. A. HAMAN. , 


4 là 4 
ue 
aca BRAS gy att 


Mx, 


* ne ut 


š "aa LEE ~“ z 
KO gma NO wat re =N a Em 2 Oy S ah. A 
to ` ^ A VASE £ LN ET wo 2s BL MC TS 
LIT "s i a d " N ` = wo » ELE Pa 
A 4 et " = * ai aT T e” " C a 
= * < ? ~ M E 
t —— E 20a] EOS M. a i 
i < - n % 
i x —— us d zh $ 
icd - 
RR 
s " 6€ 
ver Xx 
ig Ea 4 
— ^ £ 
E —186— - 3 
es 
i 
i - 
~ * 
© 
- - 
LE ‘ 
— 
z E - 
S 


PULASKI COUNTY. ' 


Summary of County Examiner's and Treasurer’s Reports, 1884. 
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Pietro —— as 
Enrollmjobl.: coi opio oboe aA Rx ete aetas 
Number of distriets............... Suse ccu ERE 
Number of districts reporting enrollment.......... 


Number of teachers employed..........ccsscssn socessscscencsosesscssecessenesevssavesensessaneneseaves 
R. H. PARHAM, Jr., County Examiner. 


: TREASURER' S REPORT. 


—— — HÀ eee $19,169 39 
———— — eT Ee 
4,929 46 
1,191 57 


Amount on hand July 1, 1883...... ew swaneseccudeessoteet ee 
From common school fund......... 
District tam 2o veo eee penes TERES ISDN UR 
Poll 233... oer erre dre EET HR NR PRETI eee ORPA ea essa tuus 
Other SOuUrceS............ccccecceseneees 
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seces *e0qet9e*9qp06ecvececocoóceooteoooo of p + cs] 6o090 0000900 o00oco6 *eeceston 


Amount expended...........................- OTA EA EE E es 249920 69 
Balance on hand June 30, 1884...........ccccccscccsssscsces socceces sesoses em emen eese eeeese secco 40,009 04 
- JOSEPH GRIFFITH, County Treasurer. 
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Summary of County Examiner sand Treasurers Reports, 1884. 
] f 
Enumeration... cei eccnceees —— ———— ——Ó———á—— en 


Enrollment.......... esae EE EE EP EE E AA YETTS rweerr ers TE Pape One eee coveseotocecetetoos TETIITTTM 598 
Number of districts.. 54 
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Number of districts reporting enrollment .......cccccccccssscccececccsscccecessescecetesasconenece tensors 
Number of teachers employed.. .. * 


5446€ as cesses € PR esa *69 c0999 sen »99 9hoheévep tot ast eee oom ace oho 


Ww. A. BLACK, County Examiner. 


TREASURER’S REPORT. 


Amount on hand July 1, 1883...... .... wera ON 67 72 


Fsom Common school fand...........0...ccsccssccsessosscsceessssssssceccsssreecsscensessescesseeas s. 2420 93 
District tax............... 1... ToC Pc TEE — . 2,045 01 
Poll tx Jo eouceuts caves NA EE Uode acea V veeusededsocdebia es nS m S eebolervi secius Vale z , 1.974 09 
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IE S oc tene E or nice VIG TUA "MERERI 10 
Amount expended... sebaseeeee Hevecn is eUD OL. 7 
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Balance on hand June 30, 18. ————— P À— MÀ eeeneenensies $ 4,646 70. - 
A. A. KIBLER, County Treasurer. 
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Summary of County Examiner's and Treasurers Reports, 1884. 
. Enumeration........ TOES M "—————— —  (ÓÓ 
Enrollment PORCH CEOS CEH OHS 9009084446990 9900909209009 00009 o99990690040092909090000909900909^ 999V9699090999090909 SHOR HE * 9999949 1,578 
A Number of GIStTICTS.....0cccssccecccces Camrose $69*4999909090609099*99909€9080909009409000999090009000990 IIITTZEIITIITEIYINEINIIILNS 59 
TES Number of districts reporting enroll ment.........ccccccccsccccccsceees ooosoesasesossooeseseosesseos — 20 
Number of | ———————— MÀ: 34 
S. T. SCOTT, County Examiner. 
1: 
z é NE 
, g 
. TREASURER S REPORT. ^ 
Amount on hand July 1, ESSO, oi cvi ae vens babens Ree VERSES QUEUE Re ooeersecs EIIE $4,006 69 
From common school fund............. Jem toaono SOO SSHHHH EEO ESe PORHOEADOHOREHSOESEEOTESOOHOOOEOHETEEEOERED 1,651 62 
District tax.... e *9»0009999290909000000992* *4**6095o9400900990920900009009900090v009090400990009000909200040099909 090000 «909€ 4,821 al 
‘Poll tax.. 999069 OHH * *99909090999090000999600900909090580009€6090€90028000€9600*90990909090000900604909€099$000€990090950* TETTEIT EIE ESETEI] 1,253 05 
Other sources .. .. eee MEC Guteanusresx A17 dL 
Total 9949608609099 9090950099950908900990900 9»5009*5*^909990999* $»o ^96 PNEU RNC TUTORIS 58 
FSuDidNo4lpULoM E — —Ó— UN OF 
Balance on-hand June 30, 1884......... uet AE E E dite uterus icai inut.- 0:99] E 
JOE KIRKPATRICK, County Treasurer. 
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Summary of County Examiner's and Treasurer’s Reports, 1884. ? 
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. omy € “ čt 
Enumeration 77... T —— ——— —— —— Mna s 
1 Enrollment &*900904a000020q4«c0000909990900095090900900000009040900000909090090*009090990999920000€0900209492990094290996 6909909 bo vo* rà OPED 1,870 s E 
Number of districts.l. «4 ooiocuontteiastestéi senti dde eshal esu oes VR von vto Moe EXER ea a ever eU eie. 59 ; ‘es 
Number of districts reporting enrollment.............. cessere een 9d E 
Number of teachers employed............. COMO ooveo*osoasóeess0090099500000909000009 400007000999 009900 05900956 40 + 
H. E. CULLAM, County Examiner. ! è 
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- TREASURERS REPORT. » r ; 
| l ^ 
Amount on hand July T, 18895 octo o eaae e NUI arsenal saeva ico vtwteieo NORMA OO xe 
From common school: fund.................. » 29990900900 000000000090900209* oissedi eve Su A 1,720 13 UE. 
District E: D. dm MTM NER osi cp M D TM E URS 1,216 01 ud ^a 
Poll UO fe Pr PURO II TN 3,491 07 ` 
OUD GR BOUNCES: TEE ES ~ 
' B ^ m 
Total Avi sy Pied 8 E eue ee oda ou sao asa ea CM dae U e EE eVE SES e ETUR TE REAPER EAREPA TOP V Ya TS "**0*2099299590*99*42900*490969 S 9,913 37 d 4 
Amount E E SE R E N ane ees bua is $4,504 04 5! 
Balance on hand June 30, 1884.........ccccscccsssscoscecessccsvsercescsccescssesccssscecseseessercsceees D7409 33 - E 
A. D. PEACH, County Treasurer. 
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" WALDRON, ARK., September 22, 1884. 

Hox. W. E. Tuompson, Superintendent Public Instruction : 
Dear Sm:. Find inclosed my annual report for 1884. 
The people as a whole are misled as to the rise and 
progress in education all through Arkansas. This isowing 
to the poor system of school laws. Where there is a 
wrong there is a remedy. It is wrong to impose upon 


_ men an important duty for which they have no capacity to 
‘discharge. Taking my county for a basis there must be at 
least four-fifths of the schoo] directors in this State who - 


are incompetent. Look to the annual reports of county 
examiners, and what do you see? Why, simply nothing 


(save the enumeration of the children) but a long list of - 


inconsistencies, from which you can deduct nouns of in- 
terest to your department. "um i 
We have fifty-nine school districts in whieh m 


completed by the first day of October, an academy for a 
graded school, which cost us about $2,300 furnished. This 


is a private enterprise for which our citizens are entitled to | 


much eredit. 


Our legislators might change the burden and responsi- | 
bilities of school directors throughout the State by proper 
legislation. I think much good would be accomplished— | 

First—By vesting each county examiner with the sole | 


power to administer oaths to the directors. 


Second—By making it the duty of each county exami- 
"ner to assist the directors in making out their reports. 
Third—To visit the schools in each district at least twice 


during each session. 


- schools are taught annually. We also have, or will have, - 


Fourth-+By paying each examiner a stated salary in- 
stead of $2 for examinations, which amounts to no pay at, 
all, when compared with the work necessary to be done by | 
competent men. > | 

Very respectfully, l | 
H. E. CurLAM, County Examiner. 
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l TREASURER’S REPORT. 
Amount on hand July 1, 1883......... cscsscssssoss sceccecsscsevsssesvesveccscsenteccestssssseeesassses $4,098 78 
From common school MANOA deu aui i HO een esate tbi ter ten tenr dE SORT 
à 464 64 
cde idea ear axed CMT MR RTT IE IM E^ Sid 
Other SOUP O ON een eoe oie eorero exti pceveste t wvedion eite ep Ue eie on —À 125 12 
á P € —— 
Amount exnendedus ss seo ete tud det resi 3,269 91 
Balance on hand June 20, 1884............csscccsscssccceessccsccssecsccssscsccessstersserscescessceves $4309 BT 


: FE. THOMPSON, County Treasurer. 
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SEARCY COUNTY. 


To the State Superintendent Public Instruction: 
Dear Sir: I herewith submit my annual report. I am 


sorry that I am so late, but I could not get it ready any 


sooner. As itis, it is very imperfect. I am proud to say, 
however, that our county is on the line of march forward 
in educational interests. | 

We are having better schools and more of them than we 
ever had before. 

Our directors are learning to look for pus in 
teachers rather than price. | 

There is a general move among the young men to go on 
and get a higher education. 


t 


Respectfully, P 


J. L. RussELL, County Examiner. | 
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Enumeration........eeeeeeen nennen entente eerta engen tte gene nennen nnnent cesses -e*999*909*«9 o024*9*44€999*9999*09* 990909 8, 86S 
Bn rollmemts.esssesersreegnsernereeesnessseeentnseeenenesnnenecetseeneetentagnetane **9999899999 4, 049 i 
Number of EE E a f E E uA 5l ] 
Number of districts reporting SAPO WGN be suns cioe en ei rcc — 3l 
Number of teachers CLA I KUATI COPPERAS EE EET est vie Ee tese E a vie S Ee Eae add 79 
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GREENWOOD, ARK., September 19, 1884. 
Hox. W. E. THompson, State Superintendent of Public In- 
struction, Little Rock, Ark.: 

My Deak Str: I herewith transmit you my annual re- 
port for the year ending June 30, 1884. | | 

It is not as full as I desired to make, but owing to the 
meager reports furnished me by the directors of the dif-- 
fereut districts, I am unable to do more. : 

It is, however, such an improvement upon my last 1 re- 
port that I feel that my efforts in behalf of “free common 
schools," and urging the performance of duty on the part 
of ditectors, have not been altogether in vain. 

I shall visit your city soon, at which time I desire to 
present for your consideration some changes in our present 
school laws, which I think would be advantageous to the 
present system. 

I have the honor to be your obedient servant. 

J. P. LzAKE, 


County Examiner, Greenwood District, Sebastian County. 
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Summary of County Examiner's and Treasurer's Reports, 1884. 


Enumeration............ $e96e09440920040994999 sese tovvevt $90? v5009b6be69099009000099000909000000 0900900 ET E ART 2 eol 


B 
Enrollment. »e964909999ce00000000000890009000090900000090009900420449099600€0909999(060090058990909000009900080009 590999909 09o9*^€ 


4 


918 


Number of distriets: cote cee eese haver ERE Va eveev aveva ecee AROE E osa eaa aee ph 26 


Number of districts reporting enroll ment.............cccccsssccssssscsccccsscccsasccssrecers soose 7 
Number of teachers OM PLOY Cd ssrsesersrerrsrsevesveroresrenstrentnasessereccrsnessssnaeectocsncnsssrentas eee 24 


- N. P. PERRIN, County Examiner. 


TREASURER’S REPORT. 


Amount on hand July 1,  —Ó—Ó $2,064 24 


From common school fund............. *&5*oa90909090084090990€4009«909 9090999109099 909090909090 9090099599900 200959 V 


District tax..............csccssssesscees CPOE TOROS OSHEO ROS OO OOOH SHEE EEO HEE DOD o9095»09 0008 00000000060499904099 8690990909 
Poll LAR vhicecdecesaedviveracescdevcedewesteeesseccecscaceetavecwsesticesestesesesees *4**090000 SEHR PAHO CHE 590992 090 


Other SÓUPÓDS LL Lu serva An EI s E us avers OQ pe i nich Cecilia oes dee Ro euswaawersauassesvecives 


kd 


1,239 04 
1,450 92 
2,416 48 

23 73 


M 


~ 


— 


Total cuDW\ ad c act sound ua Po cuss maa re esee ORA EE T C ped abu e 8,094 41 
Amount expended ie ees eta ood o Cos Eo Lr Vx eC SK ENTERA RE iaiia EEEE $5,195 62 


Balance on hand June 30, 1884,....... eee eee eee e eene neenon eee n aneste eoe sa stet esses eeeseeeeseees P2998 82 I 
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J. C. FLOYD, County Treasurer, 
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Í SHARP COUNTY. 


* 


Summary of County Examiners and Treasurer's Reports, 1884. . 
Enumeratio isane te bene bk vetera dete dit ase ray. ks re sae OIL. 
í Bnrollment............cccccscsscsusessseeee o ED bain EEEE ETEA ECRIRE raene 1722 
: Number of districts.............ccsscecsssseneescees ——————————' reisehit DUC S 
Number of districts reporting enrollment............ eee eere nennen SL 


e Number of teachers employed. . .....ccccs.sscecsssvserceteccersceeccccteceeecseeescesees TOT EEG 


TREASURER'S REPORT. 


P 


7 
Amount on hand July 1,1888.... . . eese © cnn rsen D, 170 26 
Common School fund... 1i. iicet esi srssseessossesesoosesseoseossaresesrosse ssseeseaseeseeree L682 65 
District tax........... PEREA EAE Woes suas naiaiae mace dudas ALI 2A 
: Poll taxe etre E EET TER ra eres aa aai E 1,999409 


Other sources..............--. ET ns Marta wr P RC NOCIP TTE APER OR accade 37 52 
n ^" 


june E ITE ————À— MÀ Rr ad 
Amount expended... —— 45189 49 
Balance on hand June 30, 1884.0... ccccscsssccsssstsecessenesseeecesessscstecstssssssserseses coe 4,212. 81 


M | 3 E. J. HENDERSON, County Treasurer. 
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Summary of County Examiner's and. Treasurer's Reports; 1884. " : 
3 i ty 
Enumeration......... &42409006099609909900909909909009900909060096006*809a2092902909099099090900299000009209^5444499444 9299 99999899 582099 3,483 T 74 
EnrollMent.....asssseerereeecesgsereeseseeepeeseorerreeseassrossonsesaeretreresreeeeereroneretevacesoseeeer ereeseaverege 1,966 s 
Number of distri tae ni ded onere snp lao Praes eM eedtovisivve tuit sede eswessotseenoe 29 7 1 
Number of districts reporting enrollment... ee. 19 f 
Number of teachers employed... ete entntn nennen eer eee emnes 43 e 
: JAMES W. STUART, County Examiners. i ` 
. cd 
> hi E ~ e E 
2 $ . E 
TREASURER S REPORT. . je 
: 1 
Amount on hand July 1, 1853....4 5 uoces sesenta Peeniue dh. debwetassé tap ein roue vien arooesersans - ie 
From common school fund... ect Erico nora indtetat euer aot esa ^ Mb Iva IEud ki 
District 55 ARR QURE T E E SISE E E EEEE LEE REETEZES ES - 
Sa 
Poll j——————————————————— PEETA 7 i 
Other ROUT COB oo ee ETE EE E ES EA NevPeeesveseureesvkerivoteessselosecodusstUeee E orDEGE 0990000429 PUR 
P T M REM 4C 4 


be 
'T'otal 5: ede cod ve esseteosuteces leet o bosse Senda adees Da eei ote Lee at ee eweie E DET ere Un 


Amount expended.............. 96600990809 009095^50989099000€9000999099220909€0060909590»092*00€9€9926440€4€995295294— aS. oes 
Balance on hand June 30, 1884.............ccsssssccecsecace center sesecbssccssscceessecageeatecsesccerss 
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M. McCRARY, County Treasurer. 
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. BT. FRANCIS COUNTY. NE 

| FORREST CITY, ARK., September 30, 1884. | 
Hox. Woop E; TuowrsoN, Little Rock, Ark.: : »" 
‘My Dear Sr: Herewith I send you my report as | 
County Examiner of St. Francis County. It is as nearly 


correct as I can make it. Of course, as usual, several boards 


of directors fail to give any statistics regarding the schools 
under their control, and others, after having been threat- 
ened several times, did rouse themselves up to send in 
enumeration reports, at the twelfth hour, yesterday. 

Do you not think jt would be advisable to change the 
form of our reports|.by adding two columns—one for 
“Balance on hand at last report," which I have taken the 
liberty to placein column. “Sale or lease, etc.,” the other, to 
contain the amount any school district may be in debt; 
which I have placed in column “District Fund?" I could 
not render an intelligible report otherwise. I shallstate here 
that I will hereafter go to the county clerk’s books for the 


d financial report of every district in my county, as I have 


been compelled to do now, for what a jumbled up mass of 
nonsense my report would have been had I not done so 
this time! 

The financial part of the report is correct. 

The schools in this county are progressing fairly, but I 
confess, sir, that “how to educate the future citizens of our 
backwoods” is becoming a serious question. The people 
vote the -five mill tax without a murmur; but when we 
consider that all the children of our farming distriets are 
kept at home to work in the fields for six months every 
year, and can only attend school in winter, when in many 
localities the roads are impassable; or, in summer, when 
the attendance constantly decreases every day from sick- 
ness, until the most flourishing schools dwindle into 


nothing before the close of the term, the question assumes 


such an aspect as to render it, at least in Eastern Arkansas, 
a difficult one to answer. 


à ma oer mU Wo Q0 eq xy a T iq UE Ue ea 
Di ^ 3 y E" P d 7 a da qug P. e 
^ 
5 te Los, E ys Ld ~ 2 -o Ša 
I 
x DEPT 
- 5 f Es «s E 
by w P, w E es 
te NE " ei P 
Mm x 
bi 4 » f ) ay " r "m "ay 
* | i % 4 i L Y ms 
= : NM * nn — | E > = za 4$ 
7 x z 1 
E y : " 
"a 


I am glad to be able to state that our schools are now ` Ea 
supplied with a better class of teachers than we have had `. - ' 
heretofore. With proper-supervision they would do their . 
work scientifically, as well as eer a i 

Yours, ete. — . i M 
m James W; STUART, wer ase 
County Examiner St. Francis County. . y 
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STONE COUNTY. | 
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Summary of County Examiner’sand Treasurers Reports, 1884. 


Enumeration. . ese cee cue gersco lere esto rb ee 


I 


OFF c0909*200090909500000099096090900900999909000099092 


2,166 


Enrollment..........ussessseressesrsscoecosesssesosossecsesoseseoseeseoessoresss eeaoo *94099090909009090095*990909099999909990 099996 1,174 


doi s vitm 


Number OF dIS FIGUS: 225 d edit iss See mene EA ES eme eee Vise E 


{ 


Number of distficts reporting enrollment............ Eu SUP DURS up AUTE ENS 


Number of teachers employed.. .. 


, TREASURER’S REPORT. Y 


Amount on hand July 1, 1883 
From common school fund......... 
District tax................. 
Polltax.. ... ETEA sigue vaevCevesecce 


TRETT 


Other sources...............-.. TERRIER EDEN S EROR 


MPO GAY dct saco hited eases souder eer als 
Amountexpended...... EORR 
Balance on hand June 30, 1884...................... 


seese voos ce cote 


e*9000cse9000090*92090099209990999* o 


* 
Atos z 4 < + € E - 
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4*9 ecov«90o09990900995*29090990902909009009099*90975009004900099090099496£€989909 0997969 


J. W. HUMPHREY County Examiner. 


**9209800999900090009000099599 
‘ 

ese voee o2 46990*0900999009009020€t9 v999909909€009 v99599940000999099 

$*2500909909000090900000999090990952099999 


**ecce $e99000009909€0009099009009009950090040900090009090090909009090€929955000*209999 


*ec0ee0000€9000009900002€ e***999905099€40095000990990 


eccsoccocssecfá*etetecvecotoscoscoocovetvcoectteooococcfde $ 631 66 


T" *2999996 1, 


ur m 
21 
24 


——— E PR LUE 


425 00 
005 16 
834 10 

91 24 


s $ 4,359 05 


0es091000049«40049000^795 900999 TITTET TO 00000090000*999 $3,721 39 


J. W. WHITEFIELD, County Treasurer. | 
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UNION COUNTY. 
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Summary of County Examiner's and. Treasurer’s Reports, 1884. 


- 
, - è 
Enumeration........... ......... geodon m tad PHI zie e SUE 5,100 


j fntollmelib. coded p SE E RE easel S ET A oU E A A 3,287 


Number of districts.............csccccscsssssscseresaceces 2 57 


ROARS COO ee EHS AHH Ee 02029099 0095099990099* $50902000099500900200998 


Number of districts reporting enrollment... sess AT 


Number of teachers employed.........sccccssse cvcccsces ccccsscsessscsecncesccseeeceeteesencnensesssascssss OF 
0. R. GREENWOOD, County Examiner. 
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1 ` 


t 


| TREASURER’S REPORT. 


J 
I 


Amount on hand July 1, 1883....... cccccssssscesecsusssssessesescaneaesncsscteesssssteacesseencaeese 7,402 52 
From common school fund......................... ARE TEESE P E EA AE ET 2013 ma 
District tax..... 4,489 45 


* l - 
Poll o —— Y«6o099509^59*960»469099€060*905*9 eoeeseseeseses *4499909*4«9«094*2*99»99 99999999 9990950 »$à5990090 »»^»^»^»^50* 905€" 2,599 o0 
Other sources.......eeee eee eeee ee eee ea e eet atero oe 


**»509959999090050009009000088922*0* $9 sese €990e90220990909900*^09000929F00P2000 900? 509992090409000900 0990999 


Copoerocserocsos oveessoces eesssocosedo0epesospe beso ososet 115 85 
1 
} `~ 
a> 
! ~ 
i 
T | i 17,220 
11 5:3 COA E PEE RENE URTEIL NES 3 32 


Li 


1 `, 
Amount expended......................... eM ksessexs ee Uus eelense sea vaa si ecsisesc asd UD. OU. > 

l 
Balance on hand June 30, (p rrr THERE $7,519 52 


| . J. H. PINSON, County Treasurer. 
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VAN BUREN COUNTY. 


. 


ummary of County Examiners and Treasurer’s Reports, 1884. 


OZTIZTIJ 


Enumeration.....sesssssessssssessscsossoososssessosessereseseossasseooesos EZET *90099009900990006009200990090909908000606 2,826. 


508. 


Number of distriels.-. uere toit ee Vado ri a n eta a eiae als exe e ue 46 
Number of districts reporting enroll ment............ccccccsssccsrseccesesssceossesehecccccesceneeees 9 


Number of teachers employed......... .............—. . E generen 9 
THOMAS L. COX, County Examiner. 


TREASURER’S REPORT. 


P4 


1 
1 


Amount on hand July 1, 1883............ —— M — 


From common school fund......... 


* . 
District tax...... ER — sei SOEPEN IET MEAE EE IIE A reos ad eaae 
Poll fazasoceoe eras mcm ORIS So 


Other SOURCES eo aide e E xen es cared asa eon Seen voe ku o oc Mais sates tub UU UU MONIS ENTE EN 


**.9000900900090029900099 "TTTT"""-"--— eT reer Ties 


1,763 87 
315 09 
1,279 34 
198 23 


202 08 


Total GésseUessecesQevecteeesaedeE LERE EEJ 49124*00990909099099*0000909090090909909 222 €* medo $3,464 58 
Amount expended.................... Lese e esee eee senten ee te eenot noe eta sese sete tta seo nee tenet 
Balance on hand June 30, 1884... eere [IIIIIINII **999«490099009999900960950* peeaaadedevassaloavesabasesacph sole 25 
R. H. HUTCHER, County Treasurer. 
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CLINTON, Van Buren County, ARK., October 1, 1884. 
Hon. W. E. Tuompson, Staté Superintendent of Publie Tn- 
struction, Little Rock, Ark. : 

My Dear Sir: With few exceptions the directors, in 
making their reports to me, under the head of general re- 
marks, say something similar to the following: “There is 
more interest taken now in the free public schools of our 
district than ever.” This is evidenced by the directors of 
every district of the county making their reports; by the 
more punctual attendance at ‘the public schools; by the 


decided improvement of the teachers, and by several of the: 


distriets voting for a special tax. | 

In 1883 what school money we had in the county treas- 
ury was stolen, consequently most of the districts had no: 
publie school, but in many places a private euo was: 
taught from three to six months, 

I have held four Institutes during the year, and these: 
have been. held in different parts of the county. They 
were well attended by the citizens, and I think I am safe 
in saying that they have done more to advance the educa- 
tional interests than all else. ^. 

The teachers here have a small county library. 


Prof. Russell, at the direction of the State Superintend- 


ent, held the District Normal Institute at Clinton, and gave 
the teachers a new impetus. 

The directors of the county organized a directors’ asso- 
ciation last April, and it has done much toward enlighten- 
ing them in regard to their duties. — i 

I regard these school meetings of great importance, and 
feel that they are very beneficial to the county. 

Yours truly, 
T. L. Cox, County Examiner. 
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WASHINGTON COUNTY. 


Summary of County Examiner’s and Treasurer's Reports, 1884. 


a 


Enumeration cess asset sov gieiavstiqsn spin ups ANARE EEEE REER Us (00 

Enrollment .. ..... ——— PO RR EON AE eR E 

DN TE DOR IGE districts iei oo ee been oce edo aie eG ebetbeane-se odede eed ieira LOO 

Number of districts reporting enrollment... uM AR Ue i ix o d 

Number of teachers employed... .. eee etn pe HESS 
J OHN N. TILLMAN, County Pian ; 


TREASURERS REPORT. 


Amount on hand July 1, 1883............ccssccsssccceses eee eee eee ee eee eee "P — $5,424 26 
From common school fies ————————G' 8,007 OT 
District tax......... EEES "— ——— — —— —— es E7 A LT 
Poll tax 4i oto "E eani ute E daa ine sent atu ccid rade n. ODE. DT 
Other Germs a eae cae ue 652 05 


Amount M MN PEREA AN EORR NE uM" 254 72 
Balance on hand June 30, de eere — Vesp Mese déteves eee Iesssonseses $5,775 OF 
J. B. RAINWATER, County Treasurer. 
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WHITE COUNTY. 


Summary of County Examiner's and. Treasurer's Reports, 1884. 
e dl * ' 7 
Enumeration........... ATA E cis E E nom ———— ETE COE ens 6,741 
TCT | CC eco eco s erubescant Gets Svekauctacin donee tS EHE REOR GE 2,700 . 
Number of districts.........cccccccssccosssssssessccssscsesesssssscssessssscssscsssscesseserssecsseccssesesseseee B 
Number of districts reporting enrollment... cesccccsssecsccscecenessscessscssesessecesess 0 DD 


Würmer of teachers SERENO KK ARRAS E RON T4- 
2. T. BENNETT, County Examiner. 


t 1 


serso EEETIIITET 


. TREASURER'S REPORT. : 


Amount on hand July 1, oue mo eu m $3,026 81 
Received from State................ eere ————— n UNE RURSUS 
District TSR ERN TL ILE OL 
Poll tax for 1882 and E T E AU sevscceraceee 6,704 24 
‘Other E — 1,165 45 


*-*69*enaot96boevate»o 99560009009 60094a9909 9999400049990 SSE EEE *9*609969009045*9498999 
4 Yd E 
M 
| ^ 
Total E 3,787 87 
Y €49»99*995940944000909€909005€8099009»4990909€98*5*009 $699*46999509*90699599209454409099589 6000690409059 9*9090906009009€00999*9*9 4809509099 BOOHER OE 
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Balance on hand June 30, T DNE NR ISO UE CUP 12,242 19 
i D. L. FULLBRIGHT. County Treasurer. 
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Searcy, WHITE County, ARK., October 1, 1884. 
Hon. Woop E. Tuompson, Superintendent Public Instruction : 
Dear Six: J herewith submit my annual report, which 


. is, in its lack of completeness, as unsatisfactory i to myself 


as it can be to you. I have not footed up t jé various 
columns, because many directors neglected altogether the 
statistics called for, and because I know this réport does 
not show White county’s public school interests as they 
should be. If you insist that the columns should be 
footed up, regardless of omissions, etc., P will come down 
and do the work as early as I possibly can. 
Some reports from directors were received quité recently. 
Very respectfully, | 

Z. T. BENNETT, 
County Examiner for White County. 
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Summary of County Exàminer's and Treasurer's Reports, 1884. 
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C. W. MONTAGUE, County Examiner. 
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? WARREN SALE,” County Treasurer. 
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Summary of County Examiner s and Treasurer’s Reports, 1884. 
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J. R. G. W. N. ADAMS, County Examiner. 
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TREASURER'S REPORT. 
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Amount on hand July 1, 1883.......................... | 
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Balance on hand June 30, 1884........... sese endless 87,720 16 


z W. M. McCLURE, County Treasurer. 
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S YELL COUNTY. 


The public.schools are growing in favor with our peo- 
pe. A greater number of districts have levied a school tax.. 

The idea i is gaining ground that our publie schools are ` 
the only hope for educating the masses. 

A few years ago there was great opposition'to our school 
system, but this opposition is fast giving way, and Co-Op- 
eration now taking its place. I trust before another bien- 
nial report shall have to be made that there will not be one- 
district that shall fail to levy a five mill tax., Our direc- 


- tors have not made as full reports as might be desired. 


Our, Tostitutes have been very well attended. Our teachers. 
have generally shown an anxiety to improve. We hope 
the day is not far distant when Yell County will take the 
front rank in.the grand work of education, when every 
effort possible shall be made to give all our ‘children a lib- 
eral education. We have a respectable school building at. 
Bellville, costing about $5,000, and Dardanelle is preparing 
to erect à new and more commodioüs school building. 
Several others’ are in course of erection. The grand draw- 
back in our county is a wantin uniformity of school books. 
The work of the teacher is in many cases doubled, and the 
efficiency greatly diminished.. Sometimes as many as 
three or four kinds of arithmetics and as many different. 
grammars and geographies are to be found in one school. 
Owing to this the work in our schools is greatly dimin- 
ished. We have been laboring to effect a uniformity of 
books. Some districts readily fall into line, others make 
no move. In some of our districts the reports have not 
been of that! fullness.to be desired. We have sixty-nine 
districts. Schools have been taught in a large portion of 
them. Many districts are in favor of winter schools. I 
hope that each district in our county will in the future en- 
deavor to at least have a five months' session, I hope that 
the report may show a marked improvement in‘ Yell County. 


| J. R. G: W.N. Apams, County Examiner. 
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